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Forward to 1999 printing

This out of copyright book has been transcribed by myself, Damian Fox, and | make it available on
condition that any further copying and distribution is allowed only for non-commercial purposes. Any
references to, or quotations from, should give credit to the original author.

In transcribing this book | have tried to keep the content in its original form. However, | have changed
the layout of paragraphs to easereading. | found the authors original paragraph layout hard to read and
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transcription spelling errors so please feel free to let me know if you think there are any transcription
errors.
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hope that this may aid those who may be interested in only getting information about certain people. |
have not included a number of the authors original index entries as these, in my opinion, were not
required.

The author did make some errors in the text but rather than correct these | have included footnotes
indicating where errors may have occurred. If you find any further errors in the author’ s information
please let me know.

Philip Henry Booth, the author was the husband of my 1% cousin three times removed, Julia Holliday.

Damian Fox.

E-mail: P.D.Fox@leeds.ac.uk

Address: 8 Aspen Court, Tingley, Wakefield, WF3 1HH
Telephone: 0113 2897267
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CHAPTER 1 ANCIENT HISTORY.

GILDERSOME is mentioned in an article written by A. F. Leach, an authority on Medieval Schools, in
Victoria County History, Val. |., page 440, “Wakefield Schoal .”

“A school at Wakefield existed as early as the 13th century as the following entry from the
Court Roll of the Manor of Wakefield for 1298 clearly proves :-*Alice, daughter of Henry
Sampson of Gildusme (Gildersome) broke into the barn of Master John, rector of the School
of Wakefield, at Topcliff, and stole 16 fleeces.” The name of this schoolmaster, who was
evidently from histitle auniversity graduate, occurs again in the Court Roll for 1306. He was
then concerned as defendant in a suit about half an acre in the common field, but the case was
decided in his favor. Two years later ‘Master John' was still living, as he then gave 2s. on
taking a12 years' lease of abovate of land in Ouchethorp Fields.”

Scatcherd s History, page 142, says :-

“Gildersome as | take it should be written Guelderzoom. It is a Dutch word - Zoom in that
language signifies hem or seam, and metaphorically, a border or boundary. Guelderzoom
therefore when properly trandated, signifies nearly the same as if the word be construed
Gueldersham,; that isit means the village boundary or district of Guelders.

“No word like Gildersome occursin Domesday Survey of these parts. Theterm clearly sprang
up at afar later period, and may perhaps oweits origin to persecution for conscience sake; for
although we find from history that two weavers from Brabant settled at York, 1331, which
Edward I11. accounted ‘ of great benefit to himself and his subjects’ . . . yet to the persecutions
of the Protestants in the low countries, especially by the Duke of Alva, and the fortunate
encouragement of them by Elizabeth, we owe the chief population and trade of those spotsin
this vicinity which have at length become large villages. | take it therefore that Gildersome
was first called from these emigrant traders who here found an asylum, flying from
Guelderland about the year 1571, or some time beforeit.

“In the Coucher Book of Nostel, says Dr. Whitaker, fo. 344, is a perambulation of the parish
of Batley which states ‘ The boundary of the parishes of Leeds and Batley is described to be a
certain river descending between the Wood of Farnley and the Wood of Gilders as far as the
hospital of Beston.’

“. .. The mention of such a people in the Coucher Book, written if | mistake not about Henry
the Fifth's reign, undoubtedy proves that they had settled at Gildersome at a very much
earlier period than has been stated. A period in fact not much later than Edward the 3rd’s
reign. On mature reflection | am of opinion that the Guelders settled at Gildersome in this
reign of Edward the 3rd, or soon after.”

The second earliest record asto Gildersomeisthe following grant by the Crown dated March 6th, 1304

“Grant to W. de Rythre and his heirs of freewarren in all their demesne lands in Scarthecroft,
Hornyton, and Gyldhusum co. Y ork.”

W. de Ryther was a witness to an inquisition post mortem, in 1269, of the estate of Robertus
Haselingden, of Haselingden, Lancashire.

Canon Greenwell, in Smith’sOld Yorkshire, says :-

“Gildersome - Thevillage boundary or district of the Gueldres, acorruption of Guelderzoome,
Guelder for Gueldere. Flanders' traders fleeing from Flanders under the persecution of Alva,
in 1571, found an asylum under the politic encouragement of Elizabeth, and settled in thispart
of Yorkshire. Zoom signifies aboundary, a hem or seam, and metaphorically aborder.”



Scatcherd s version of the origin seems to have been accepted without question, though it is clearly
incorrect. Smith and Bilbrough along with Greenwell accept the derivation. Scatcherd evidently found
the entry in the Nostell Coucher Book puzzling, i.e., “thewood of Gilders,” and it led him to revise his
dates, whereas he should have revised his derivation.

The reference to “Gildusme,” in 1298, in the reign of Edward I., in the Court Roll of the Manor of
Wakefield, which | have seen and handled, effectively controverts the generally accepted etymology.
There were no Guelders in England in 1298, as it was not until the reign of Edward Ill. that two
weavers from Brabant settled at Y ork. It will be noticed that Scatcherd first givesthe date of settlement
as 1571, but afterwards falls back on “the reign of Edward I11. or soon after.”

In the Coucher Book of Nostell Priory, according toSheard, the boundaries of the parishes of “ Batelay”
and Leeds are described as “a certain river descending between the wood of Farnley and the assart of
Gildersome asfar asthe hospital of Beeston.” The hospital of Beeston was founded in 1322, and asthe
word “assart” means land cleared of wood, we may take it that in the 14th century there was land

cultivated in Gildersome. Sheard’ s rendering of the entry isalittle different from Scatcherd’s.

The record of 1298 gives a clue as to the derivation of the placename Gildersome, which, in my
opinion, ought to be accepted. Theword Gildusmeis readily divisible into Gildus haem or the home of
Gildus, asis aso Gyldhusum, in the 1304 record. | find that Gildus, or Gildas, is the name borne by

1. An apostle of Christianity in North Britain who died in the year 432, who was dso known
by the names Gildas Minor, Ninian or Ninias (Saint).

2. Gildas, born 516, died 570, British historian, an ecclesiastic, probably a monk, whose life
was saddened by the triumph of the Saxons. Alcumn, writing at the end of the 9th century,
spells his name Gildus, and terms him the wisest of the Britons.

At Drighlington there were three tribes of Britons; very probably a place of worship at Morley, andin
the wanderings of Gildus he possibly acted as a missionary in the district, making himself a near
lodging in a place which ever after was known by his name. Gildersome therefore dates from the 5th or
6th century, and not from the 16th, as generally accepted; Gildus founding the place; either one of the
two mentioned above, or a chief bearing the same name. At the time of the Conquest there can have
been few houses, or much cultivated land, as it finds no place in Domesday Book. To show, however,
that the district was inhabited in British or pre-historic times, | would point out that a pair of ancient
mill stones, found within half amile of the boundary of Gildersome, is exhibited in the museum of the
Philosophical Hall, Leeds. The spelling Gueldersome, or Geldersome, is never found in ancient
records, but always a word beginning with Gild or Gyld, and the word Gildersham (i.e., Gilders or
Gildus home) appears on an old tombstone at Batley. No names which suggest a foreign origin are to
be found in the earliest records. “The wood of Gilders,” mentioned by Scatcherd, it isclear, issameas
the wood of Gildus. Two pagesin Domesday Book relating to Morley Wapentake, are left blank; this
suggests that the enquiries respecting the wepentake were incomplete, and it is quite clear that the
information as to the northern part of the kingdom is not so complete as that in the south.

According to The Journal of the Y orkshire Arch. Society, Val. 8, p. 28,

“On Monday in Easter Week, 1374, Sir William de Fynchedon gave this manor (i.e.,
Slaghtwayte or Saithwaite) with the Manor of Woodsome and Farnley Tyas and other lands
to Sir Robert de Swillington theuncle, and Sir William Mirfield, Knts., Sir William Mirfield,
parson of Bradford, Sir Ralph Hancock, parson of Thurnscoe, Hugh Wombwell, John, son of
John Amyas, William de Gildersome and Richard Buitler; they paying yearly to the said donor
200 marksfor life.”

In 1375 William de Gildersome transferred hisinterest. The William de Gildersome must have been a
man of some note or he would not have been associated with leading men of the time, and it is quite
impossiblethat he could have been one of the Guel ders mentioned by Scatcherd. Oliver Mirfield, of the
ancient family of Mirfield of Batley, who died in the year 1461, gave by will all his property in
“Gildosome” and other placesto his son William Mirfield.

In 1461, Oliver Mirfield, of Batley, made hiswill as under :-
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“In the name of God, Amen. |, Oliver Mirfield, squier, hole of myndein the vij. day of Januar,
makis my wille in this fourme folowing. First, | be wite my soule unto God Almighty, to our
Lady and to al the Santes in heven. Also | wille as touching all the Lordeshippes lands and
tenements, rentis and service which | have within the Counte of Y orke, or in thosthat any men
be enfeffed unto my use by me or any other persone or persones to performe my wille. First |

willethat my feffisthat air enfeffed in al my lordschippesin the towns of Mirfield, Dighton,
Egerton, Gleydholte, Heyton, Hopton, Batley, Holey, Morley, Gildosome . . . with &l theire
appurtenaunces, make a state of theim to William Mirfield my son and to his eyeres of his
body accordinge unto the dede of feffement afore made. Also | willethat holy kirk have al his
duites that hym ought to have. Also | willethat | be broughte forthe at the day of berial asmy
degree askis withouten any seven day and my dettis to be payed out of my goodes. Also |

wille that William my sone have the peces with covertour that my fader gave me, also the
chymneth a hanging lever with the halling, a cesterne, the ledes with other brewing vessell.

Also | wille that my wife have al the array of my chapell til my sone come to ful age, and to
be delivered to William Mirfield my sone. Also | wille that my wife have xI. marcs in the
name of hir dower for to be taken in the formes af oresaide, except the Maner of Holay, which
| will that my sone have when he comesto full age. .. Also | willethat myn executours finde
aprestevj yere at my parish kirke to sing for my saule, myne elder for a Christen saules.”

By the courtesy of the Librarian, Bodleian Library, Oxford, | am enabled to give the following extracts
from manuscripts, most of which refer to the early years of the 14th century.

Dodsworth MSS., 127 p., 150b :-
W. de Riffler . . . de Ryther, Scardecroft, Gildehusum.

Dodsworth MSS., 129 p., 84b :-
Oliver Mirfield, Squyer, ob.: 1461.
First I will that all my ffeofees. . . Gildosome.

Dodsworth MSS,, 39 p., 37b. :-
R. de Ryther ffeod de Mil. Gildersome.
W. Rither Chr. ffeod in Rither et Gildersome.

Dodsworth MSS,, 34 p., 55 :-
W. de Rither nup R. Rither Militis.

Dodsworth MSS,, 34 p., 60b :-
W. Ryther ffeod in Barkstone et Gildersome.

Dodsworth MSS,, 34 p., 83b :-
W. Rither mil. ffeod in Rither et Gildersome.

Ryther is near Church Fenton and the Rythers of Ryther held the Manor of Gildersome in 1304 on
condition that they rendered military service for the Manor to their superior Lord. The will of aW.
Ryther was proved in 1476, and a R. de Ryther, who died in 1491, was High Sheriff of Yorkshirein
1487. Scardecroft is Scarcroft, and Gildehusum, Gildersome.

In 1583 a deed of exchange of land in Gildersome was made, and by the courtesy of Mr. Reuben
Brown, of Morley, | have been enabled to take a copy of this document, which isin his possession, and
in the transcription, which is by no means easy, | have had the assistance of Mr. Wood, of Morley Peel
St. School.

“This indenture made the 10th day of June in the 25th year of the reign of our sovereign lady
Elizabeth by the grace of God, Queen of England, France, Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc.
Witnesseth Robert Popeley of Popeley in the County of Y ork gentleman of that one part and
Robert Appleyerde and George Appleyerde of Gildsum in the said county of that other part
witnesseth that the said Robert Popeley hath given granted and confirmed to the said Robert
and George Appleyerde his two lands of meadow in the ing fields of Gildsum aforesaid and
they lie now at the east side of the lands of the said Robert Appleyerdein the nether side of the
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said big fields near unto the same here late made by Rodger Stringer. To have and to hold the
said two lands to the said Robert Appleyerde and George Appleyerde and to the heirs and

assigns of the said George for and in exchange for their two lands hereafter given to the said
Robert Popeley. And in like manner the said Robert Appleyerde and George Appleyerde have
given granted and confirmed to the said Robert Popeley their two lands of meadow in the said
ing fields and they now lie there at the west side of lower lands of the said Robert Popeley in
or about the midst of the said ing fields. To have and to hold the said two lands in or about the
midst of the said ing fields to the said Robert Popeley his heirs and assigns for and in

exchange for the said two lands heretofore given by the said Robert Popeley to the said Robert
Appleyerde and George in witness whereof the parties beforesaid to the parties of these
indentures interchangeably have set their seals given the day and year of the above written.”

In Barnard's Survey, under date August 23rd, 1577, reference is made to the“ Hamlet of Gildersom.”

In 1561 according to the Kirkburton Parish Registers, Vol 2, by Collins, there was an action at law
between Thomas Apleyerd, plaintiff, and Thomas Wentworth, Esg., and Elizabeth, his wife,
deforciants, relative to four messuages with landsin Gildersome. The same authority records : -

“Year 1584, Richard Hardcastell and Humphrey Reyner, plaintiffs; John Mychell and Johanna
his wife, William Hunter and Ann his wife and George Apleyard and Rosamund his wife,
deforciants; Messuage with lands in Gildersome and Morley.”

On July 8th, 1544 Henry VIII., for a consideration of £437 10s. 0d. granted severa lands, etc., to
Richard Pymonde and in addition

“Also our tythes of sheaves of corn and grain in the village of Gildersome, now or late in the
occupation of Christopher Danby.”

Pymonde has a so to pay yearly —

“For the rectory of Batteley, tythes, etc., in Batley, Morley and Gildersome, twenty-seven
shillings and two penceto the King.”

For the above record and to many which follow | am indebted to Sheard’ s Records of Batley. The will
of Lawrence “Otes,” as his name is spelt, may be of interest, as probably he was some connection of
the late Mrs. Robert Holliday, of Gildersome, a native of Morley (my mother-in-law), whose maiden
name was Oates.

“In the name of God, amen, the 16th day of Aprile in the yeare of our Lord God 1536. |

Lawrence Otes of Morley in the Parishe of Batley being of hoole mind and prfecte memorie,
thanked be Almyghtie God, nev’theless seke in bodie, dothe ordane and make thys my laste
Will and testamente in maner and forme following: ffirste | gyue and bequeathe my Saule to
God amyghtie, to the blessed virgine our ladie sancte Mane, and to all the celestidl companyc
of heven, and my bodie to be buried in the parishe church yeard of Batley aforesaid, aso |

bequeathe to the hye alter in the said churche for tithes and oblations negligentlie forgotten
xij“. Also | will that all my goodes and catells moveable and immovesable be divided into iij.
parts, one parte to be brought forthe honestlie according to my degree at the sight of myn
executors. The seconde parte | gyve to Jenet my wife, and the thirde part | gyve and bequeathe
to my childrenthat bee unmarried, ffyrste of all my dettes contented and paid. Itm., | will that
Jenet my wife and Adam my sone to kepe and occupye my farmhold, with al the closes that
longeth thereto, so long as my wyfe kepeth awidoe, and yf it fortone my said wyfe to marye
again then | will that Adam my sone shall have, enjoie and occupye my said farmholde with
all appurtennce. Also | doe ordane and make Sir William Otes my sone, Jenet my wyfe, and
Adam my sone full executors of this my testament and last will to dispose for the h’the of my
soule as they thinke God beste to be pleased. Itm. | bequeathe to Rose Otes my doughter iij®
{iij%. The residue of my parte not bequeathed | will that it be divided to my wyfe and my
children. Also | will and desyre Henrie Brigg and Thomas Armatege to be supervisors and
overseers in the fulfilling this my laste will and testamente. Written at Morley the day and
yeare abovesaid. Theis witnesses John Blackborne, Richard Armatege, William Otes, Robert
Scotte with many mor. Proved 10 July 1536.”
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John Greathead by will made in 1595 leaves “to the poore in Morley 5s., to the poore in Gildersome
5s.”

Thewill of John Thomson of Morley in 1602 was withessed by Edward Halliday, John Ellisand others.
The Halliday may be some connection of my wife's family, Holliday and Halliday being different
spellings of the same surname.

By the will of John Dightonin 1602, money isgiven to Gildersomein thetermswhich follow : - “I give
to the poore of the township of Morley and Gildersome vj *. viij®."

Sir Thomas Norcliffe, who was born in 1579, bought Langton, in the East Riding in 1618, was High
Sheriff in 1626, and died in 1628, executed adeed as under :-

“Nov. 3rd, 1627. Deed Poll of Covenant whereby Sir Thomas Norcliffe, of Nunnington Kt.
covenants with Sir Thomas Fairfax of Gilling Kt.; Sir Thomas Wentworth of EImsall Kt.; Sir
Richard Young of London Kt.; and Richard Brend, of Howsam, gent., to levy a fine on his
lands in Langton . . . Beeston, Churwell, Cottingley, Morley, Gomersall, Gildersome and
Batley, to use of himself for life; remainder, one third to Dame Katherine his wife, in lieu of
Dower, and onethird till her sons are of age, and athird to raise portions for younger children,
with diversremainders over.”

Sir John Savile, who died on Aug. 31<t, 1630, at Howley Hall, was certified to be possessed of the
Manors of Headingley, Batley, Morley, East Ardsley, Woodchurch and Gildersome, in addition to
landsin Wakefidld, Dewsbury and other places. His descendant, James Savile, 2nd Earl of Sussex, who
died in 1671, left no heir, so the Manor passed to the Cardigan family, into which a Savile had married.

John Copley, of Batley Hall, died on August 19th, 1643, from wounds received at the battle of
Adwalton Moor.

The following istaken from the Riding records : -

“At a sessions holden at Wakefield the 16th day of January, 1661, before John Kay, Bart., R.
Tankard Kt. and other Justices of the Peace & c. Forasmuch as Nathaniel Wright, Moses Sikes,
Robert Pearson. .. al of Bradford; John Crowder, William Midgley, Robert Midgley, James
Burnley, Joseph Armitage all of Morley; . . . William Nayler of Arddey East; . . . Thomas
Heard of Tonge; William Crabtree of Pudsey; . . . Michael Pratt of Gildersome; . . . being all
of them above the age of eighteen years and having had the oath of allegiance tendered to
them by the Justices of the Peace in open Sessions according to the tenor of the Statute made
in the third year of our late Sovereign Lord James, late King of England, Chap. IV., have
contemptuously refused to take the same. These are therefore in His Mgjesty’ s name, to will
and require you to receive into your gaol the bodies of the persons above-named, there to
remain without bail or mainprize, until the next General Sessions to be holden for the said
Riding, whither they are to be sent back again, where they are further to be proceeded against
according to the intendment of the said Statute. Fail not herein at your perils. Dated at the said
Sessions the day and year above.

Per Cur; Richard Clapham, Pacisibm.

To the Godler of the Castle of Y ork, his Deputy or Deputies.”
Whester, in hisPictures of Old Leeds, recordsthat an Anabaptist preacher named Jeremy Marsden held
an assembly at Gildersome on Oct. 6th, 1663, and thisis probably thefirst record of Baptist teaching in
the place. Marsden was connected with the Farnley Wood Plot, Oct. 12th, 1663, and associated with
him were, as recorded by Scatcherd,

“Joseph Crowther, Timothy Crowther, William Dickinson, Thomas Westerman, and Edward
Webster, all of Gildersome.”

William Dickinson and Joseph Crowther successfihlly petitioned the King for pardon, but twenty-two
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of the plotters were executed. The men sought to secure

1. An adjustment or achange in the system of taxation, Hearth Money.
2. A more Christian Magistracy.
3. A gospel ministry.

The Hearth Tax or Chimney Money, imposed in 1662, was particularly obnoxious and will be referred
to later.

Oliver Heywood, one of the gjected ministers, in hisdiary says:-

“On Saturday, June 26th, 1669, | went to Mr. Smith's at Gildersam and preached at Morley
the day after, upon a solemn call, when | was in the pulpit singing a psalme comes up Mr.
Broadhead vicar of Batley passing among the croud up the alley, and got with much adoe to
the clark, bade him tell Mr. Heywood to come down, and let him haue his owne pulpit, and
then hasted away he left his goune at an house, took horse and went to Batley, told Justice
Copley what a multitude of people ther was at Morley hearing a Non-conformist, he took no
notice of it, bad let us alone, and so through God's mercy we enjoyed the day quietly, and it
was agood day, blessed be God.”

On August, 1678, hewrites:-

“Mr. John Hdiday of Morley dyed and was buryed at whose funeral | was. He was an honest
man and very usefull in his place, a promoter of good, had been Lord Savel of Hoolys
Steward, great |lamentation was made at hisfunerd.”

This man was probably a descendant of William Halliday, about ‘whom thereisarecord in 1561 in the
Batley Registers.

Heywood' s diary has the following reference : -

“Mr. Smith of Gildersom (whose father was my dear friend, arich man) imprisoned in Fleet,
a London, for debt about Hearth Money, died in Rodwell jail; was buryed July 20th 1689 at
Rodwell aged 50.”

It is evident that more than two centuries ago men in our village were courageous enough to protest
against unjust taxation. The tax was one of two shillings per annum on every fire, hearth, or stove, on
all houses rated above twenty shillings, and the proceeds went to the King for his own benefit. The tax
was abolished in 1689, the year of this man’s death in prison.

White's Clothing Directory for 1861 says :-

“Rothwell isalarge ancient village which was long noted for the Debtors’ Gaol of the Honour
of Pontefract, now converted into 2 genteel houses.”

| have laely come across a very interesting receipt for the payment of Hearth Tax of which the
followingisacopy :-

July the 20th 1600 & eighty six REceived of Wm.
Hodgson the sum of one shillings, in full for one Fire
hearths in his house in Dent due and ended at Lady 1s.
Day last past. | say received by
Fol. 37
JNO OGLE, L4
Collector.
For ye house Chrf Rogerson dwellsin.

A curious recei pt amongst the same papers reads as under :-
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November 29th, 1700.

Reced Now of Win. Hodgson of Grisdale -Thirty four
£ s. d
1 14 0

shillings in  full of all accounts both for his father
deceased and for himself from the beginning of the
World to thisday. | say reced:

per EFF BORRITT.

The Hearth Tax Bill for Gildersome for the year 1666 is as under :-

No. of

Hearths.
Appleby Marmaduke 1
Atkinson Jeremy
Birkhead John
Broadhead Gamaliel
Buneli William
Crabtree Thomas
Crowther Joseph
Dickinson John
Dodgson William
Ellis Christopher
Hardcastle Thomas
Lepton Richard
Oates, Samuel
Rayner John
Rayner William
Rowland Thomas
Smith John Mr. Junior
Scott Joseph
Thackeray William
Westerman John Senr.
Westerman Thomas
Westerman William
Wilkinson Widow
Armitage Widow
Ball Mark
Boulton Jeremy
Brogden Elkanah
Clough John
Crowther Johnathan
Crowther Richard
Dickinson William
Dymond Widow
Greathead Joshua Junr.
Leathley Francis
Naylor Thomas
Orrigg George
Rayner John
Ryley Christopher
Smith John Mr. Senior
Stout Stephen
Scott William
Walker John
Westerman John Junr.
Westerman William
Whitaker Abraham

Totd 90
JOHN GREATHEAD, Collector.

A OWONPFPWONORPNREFPPRPPRPOWONRPRPRPPORPPWORPFPREPEPOONNNPEPWON'" NONEFEDNDND®W

Mr. John Smith, Junr., is the man who was imprisoned for nonpayment and died in Rothwell Gaol; the
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Scotts gave their name to Scott Green, where they resided. The Westermans were evidently the most
numerous as we find no less than five of them in occupation of houses. Christopher Ryley was no doubt
arelative of Jane Ryley who married John Booth, Record A.

Heywood in his diary makes further references to Gildersome and people associated with it, the most
interesting of which are :-

“1661 (?) Sir George Booth with many other gentlemen pleading their liberty to sit in
Parliament with the rest of their members then sitting at Westminster at last took up armsin
Cheshire.”

“1667. Friday March 20th. | came to Isaac Balmes at Gildersome and there preacht, the day
after being Saturday, March 21st. | returned home.”

“1674. Oct. 2nd. | was at |saac Bames at a day of thanksgiving, | prayed, preacht, baptized
the child, ther was John Balme, James Jewet, John Taylour, being members of the church at
Little Horton, they joined with usin prayer, praise, but when | baptized the child they all went
out. | was much offended thereat, resolved to examine their reasons, but Margaret Hodgson
prevented me, desiring me not to take offence thereat, wch guided me.”

“Marmaduke Reiner of Gildersome near Morley was buryed at their burying place near
Woodkirk, being a member of that church many years. Feb. 7th 1680-1, aged 73.

“Mr. John Smith of Gildersom having an unruly bull, his man came to him and told him he
must not come near him, desired him to sell or feed him, he ans. the bull is quiet enough, he
went to him, the bull got him on his hornesand killed him on Thursday, July 8th 1669, he was
buried on Saturday, agood man, rich and very useful.”

“1684. June 29th. - Up pretty early; walked to Gildersham where at Mr. John Dickenson’ s had
acurious opportunity of privacy to hear an excellent sermon from Mr. Sharp.”

“1688. Jan. 1st. John Crowther brought home hiswife.”

It is quite evident that the people who went out on Oct. 2nd, 1674, were Baptists who believed in the
baptism of believersonly.

The Mr. John Dickenson lived at Old Hall; one of his descendants corresponded with my father and
was so much in love with the home of his ancestors that he called his son Gildersome Dickinson.

In the 17th century, owing to the want of small change, tokens were issued by many tradesmen and
amongst the rest one was issued as under at Gildersome : -

Obverse. — “Henry Scott of Gildersum neer = Strike light, Weigh right. A pair of scales.”
Reverse. —“Leeds| will exchaing my peny = awoolpack 1670.”

The mark = signifies that what follows is in the central part of the token. An article on “Y orkshire
Tokens’ will befound in Old Yorkshire, Vol. 5, pages 120 to 134, by W. Boyne, F.S.A., London. Inthe
notes on the above token he says, the house of the issuer of this token is still standing with the
inscription ‘Henry Scott 1685’ over the door. Scott no doubt was a woolstapler; the principal trade of
the district being the woollen manufacture. The motto * strike light, weigh right’ isarhyming version of
giving good weight and measure. The strike is a piece of wood used to strike off the corn above the
brim of ameasure; if used rapidly there would be lessin the measure than if used lightly. Strikeis also
aname for abushel.” Plates of the tokens are shown along with the article.

During the repair of Turton Hall, called Gildersome Hall in a paper | shall quote from later, about the
year 1900, a copper token was found, which is now in the possession of Mr. Bedford.

On one side appears the name “I¢c Newton,” and aman’s head, on the other “T H Farthing 1793.”

Isaac Newton was probably the Agent of the Turton Hall Estate, and the letters T H in that case stand
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for Turton Hall.

A hill overlooking the village is called Hart Hill, from the fact that harts from the surrounding forest
could be seen there, and there is a tradition of a “Dean Sew,” that is a sow from Dean Wood, of a
ferocious nature, which was a terror to wayfarers, and in my childhood it was somewhat of a bogey. |
gather from thisthat in olden times the wood was a haunt of wild boars.

An old inhabitant reported to me many years ago that in ancient times a hornbl ower perambulated the
village calling out the hour of the day, and the state of the weather, in this wise, “ Four o'clock and a
frosty morning,” and on Christmas Day he had a special message,

“Comerise yewives

And bake your pies,

And let your maidsliestill.
For they have risen all the year
And sore against their will.”

Between the Church gate and the adjoining School, in a recess which has been enclosed, there used to
be a pair of stocksin which offenders were placed.

Scatcherd says Mr, Smith, Senr., of Gildersome, probably fell at the battle of Adwalton Moor. The
Batley registers record — “ John Smith, of Gildersoine, senior, buried Aug. 20th, 1643.”

It is also recorded by Scatcherd that early in the 17th century Gildersome contained “many families
whom it is not beneath the dignity of history to mention, since, owing to the generous efforts, the
disinterested sacrifices of such as they, the Parliamentary army out of weakness was made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, and put to flight the armies of the aliens.”

Scatcherd adds : -

“The finest house, incomparably, which Gildersome ever had in it, was the house of Mr. John
Smith, formerly mentioned, and which was pulled down in 1748 to make way for an
insignificant dwelling occupied now by Widow Hastead. The outbuildings which were
appurtenant to the old mansion still remain, as is the most curious ancient bedstead | ever
beheld. Thiswas but one of the fine bedsteads of Mr. Smith who died 1643, or of hisson. The
property of the Smiths was finely situated, commanding, amongst other objects, a beautiful
view of Leeds and of the adjoining villages. It was well wooded. One of the noblest oak trees|
ever beheld was lately cut down near the house. It was memorable as having been the oak to
which Mr. Wood (?) a former owner of the property, fled from a bull of his own, which
suddenly turned furious and killed him on the spot; and it was at this time, and consequent
upon this event, that the annual feast or wake was established at Gildersome.

Not many years back there were in this village many cottages of the early and middle part of
the seventeenth century, which have now disappeared. . . . | regret exceedingly the destruction
of these cottages . . . lowly, unpretending, and inexpensive, but firm and independent, like
their first owners, long did they triumph over the pelting storm and the wintry blast.”

Major Greathead, of Gildersome, was one of the Trustees of Morley Old Chapel, and it isstated that he
fought bravely at the battle of Adwalton Moor. He was born about 1615 and lost hisfather in early life.
He married Susan, daughter of Mr. Ralph Crowther, of Gildersome, a man of some fortune, by which
lady he had four sons and three daughters. He lived in an old house which stood opposite Gildersome
Church, just above Springfield House, but was pulled down some years ago. In 1644 he was appointed
Major of aregiment of foot commanded by Colonel Richard Thornton, but inlater yearshelost hisfair
fame not only by his submission to the Government of Charles, but also by his acceptance of a
mercenary office under it. A daughter, Alice, married the son of Mr. John Smith, of Gildersome, a
gentleman of some fortune.

Miss Bosanquet, of Leytonstone, where she had established an orphanage, along with one of her

assistants, Mrs. Croshy, cameto Gildersomein 1769, but afterwards purchased CrossHall, Morley, for
£650. She was a lady of distinguished piety and ample fortune, which she generously distributed. She
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was a devoted follower of John Welsey, who was occasionally her guest. In hisdiary he says:-

“1775. Aug. 27th. | went to Miss Bosanquet’ s and prepared for the Conference. How willingly
| could spend the residue of abusy lifein this delightful retirement.”

On Sept. 12th, 1781, Miss Bosanquet was married at Batley to the Rev. |. W. Fletcher, of Madeley, and
in Jan. 1782, they left Cross Hall. Cross Hall was sold by them for £1,470to Henry Preston, of L eeds,
in 1781, who again sold it in 1832 to the Rev. A. G. Kinsman, Incumbent of Gildersome, for £1,600. In
1836 the Rev. Mr. Kinsman sold it to Mr. B. Walker for £2,000.

Mr. John Smith, of Gildersome, of whom | have made previous mention, who was killed July 8th,

1669, was a very worthy man and one of the first trustees of Morley Old Chapel. He lived in a sort of
baronial mansion near the entrance to Morley New Road. He was a man of considerable wealth, who
was summoned to London by Charles |. To be knighted, but he declined the dishonourable distinction,

as the offer was made not so much to give honour to the individual, asto extract money, and gratify the
malevolence of the Cavaliers. He paid the fine and took a receipt from Strafford.

Mr. John Crowther, ancther of the first trustees of Morley Chapel, was probably a native of
Gildersome, and an eminent merchant. He joined in a petition to Cromwell praying for a convoy to
protect certain ships homeward bound which were in danger from the Spaniards.

William Henry Harrison, President of the United States, who died in 1841, and whose father signed the
Declaration of Independence, is said to have been descended from a Gildersome family.

The West Riding Sessions Records contain afew itemsrelating to Gildersome.

On April 14th, 1640, at the Genera Sessions held at Pontefract, “Humph. Reyner, Senr., of
Gildersome,” was one of the Jurors, and a“Humfrey Reyner, Y eoman,” served as a Juror at Wakefield
Sessions on the 7th October, 1641, but his addressis not given.

At the Wakefield Sessions held on the 16th July, 1640, Christopher Brown, of Wortley, clothier, was
charged “with stealing at Gildersome on 20 May, 1640, sixteen yards of woollen cloth, value £5, the
property of Peter Squire. Witn., Peter Squire. (Puts himself, guilty to 10d., no chattels.)”

The words “puts himself” signify that when asked to plead he answered that he put himself on the
country,” i.e., that he desired to be tried by a jury. A man found guilty only to the extent of 10d.
escaped with a flogging. A sound whipping was generaly the punishment for petty offences - the
culprit being first stripped from the waist upwards.

An interesting item appears on the proceedings of the Sessions at Knaresbrough on Oct. 5th, 1641, re
attendance at Church.

“Wheras by the Statute madein thefirst yeare of the late raigne of Quene Elizabeth of famous
memorie, al and everye person and persons inhabiteing within this realme, or any other of her
Maties dominiones, shold diligently and faithfully (haveing noe lawfull or reasonable excuse
to be absent) endeavour themselves to resort to their parish churche or chappell accustomed,
or upon reasonabl e | ett thereof to some usuall place where common prayer and such service of
God shalbe used in such time of lett, upon everye Sunday and other dayes ordained and used
to be kept as holy-daies, and then and there to abide orderly and soberly dureing the time of
the common prayer, preaching, or other service of God, there to be used and ministred, upon
paine and punishment by the censures of the Church, and alsoe upon paine that every person
soe offending shall forfeite for everye such offence twelve pence, to be levied by the

churchwardens of the parish where such offence shalbe done, to the use of the poore of the
same parish, of the goods, lands, and tenementes of such offenderes, by way of distresse,

which lawe being of late time neglected to be putt in execucon by the churchwardens of every
parish, not onely many persons neglect and absent themselves from the church, but the poore
are deprived of the benefitt intended by that lawe towards their reliefe, Ordered that everye
churchwarden in everyc parish within this W.R. doe forthwith take notice, and see the said
lawe putt in execucion, and make knowne att everye monethly meeting, or to the next justice
of peace, their proceedingsin the premisses.”
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After the battle of Marston Moor, in 1644, aparty of flying cavalierstook post in Farnley Wood, where
they remained for some time, and one of their number in awork entitled The Memoirs of a Cavalier,
has given a curious account of their adventures in this place. On the restoration of the Stuarts, the
recesses of Farnley Wood formed a place of assembly for anumber of Roundheads.

Many Gildersome people were associated with the Farnley Wood Plot, about which Whitaker, in his
Loidis and Elmeze, 1816, makes the following references : -

“On the 12th October 1663 a misguided and enthusiastic rabble met in Farnley Wood for the
purpose of overturning the existing Government, though without any rational plan, and threw
up atrench, the remains of which were lately visible, declaring for a Christian magistracy and
a gospel ministry. Their leaders were Joseph Crowther, William Dickenson and Thomas
Westerman of Gildersome, Edward Webster a servant of Gildersome and others.”

In his evidence against the conspirators, Ralph Oates, M.A., said :-

“Four or five days before the meeting at Farnley Wood a messenger came from London to
John Nicholson's house at Gildersome, who was dispatched to have the day put off because
they were not ready in the South . . . that one George Ogden of Gildersome was sent with
Joshua Sparling towards Bradford to meet with Bradshawe who was to command 60 horse.”

Some of the conspirators were concealed in coal pits at Gildersome until they could escape from the
country. Richard Oldrovd, of Dewsbury, was examined about the plot, and he denied being present, but
said he was at Gildersome on Oct. 1st, 1663.

Scatcherd records that Joseph Crowther, Timothy Crowther, William Dickinson, Thomas Westerman
and Edward Webster of Gildersome, were among the plotters. Therising failed ignominiously, some of
the men became informers, and many were executed.

The Manor of Farnley was sold in 1799 by William Danby, of Swinton Park, near Masham, to Mr.
James Armitage, of Leeds, an opulent merchant.

In an action Copley v. Cooke, 1715, Mr. Christopher Hodgson and Mr. George Wilson proved that
Morley and Gildersome were manors in Batley Parish, and that the late Marquess of Halifax and Lord
Cardigan are the Lords, and have royalties and profits thereof.

The 4th Earl of Cardigan, who succeeded in 1732, wasin 1766 advanced to the dignity of a Marquess
and Dukedom, as Marquess of Monthermer and Duke of Montague. His Grace died in 1790, and
leaving no issue these honours became extinct.

In the St. James's Chronicle or the British Evening Post for June 23rd, 1767, the following
advertisement appeared :-

“To be sold together or in Parcels, situated in the several Parishes and Places hereinafter
mentioned.

In Gildersome, in the Parish of Batley, in the West Riding of the County of Y ork, a capital
Mansion House, called Gildersome Hall, with extreme good and convenient Stables,
Graineries, and other Out-buildings, Courts, Y ards and Gardens planted with the best kinds of
Wall-Fruit, thereunto belonging; and also alarge Paddock adjoining to and lying in the Front
of the said Mansion-House, beautified by a large Fish-pond frill of Tench and divers
Plantations standing dispersedly in the same, and several Closes of land, occupied with the
said Mansion-House. The Whole is in the possession of James Maude, Esq., and consists of
sixty acres of Ground or thereabouts.

“N.B. - The Purchaser may enter on this Estate immediately, and, if he chooses to do so, the

Grass and Corn now growing thereupon, with alarge stock of very good old Hay, will be sold
to him at reasonable prices.

19



“A Farm in the possession of Michael Broadbent.

“ Another in the possession of Robert Watson.

“Another in the possession of William Hopkins.

“ Another in the possession of John Stephenson.

“ Another in the possession of John Hodgson.

“And another in the possession of Richard Gaunt.

“Several closes of land in the possession of Samuel Booth.
“A Close of land in the possession of Mr. Hudson.
“Another in the possession of - Royds, Widow.

“And another in the possession of Mr. Elijah Cordingley.
“A Housein the possession of Mr. Priestley and Richard Linsey, and another in the possession
of James Hartley.

“N.B. - All the above estate is Tythe-free, and thereisvery good coal in all or most of it, and it
is situate about five measured miles from Leeds, eleven from Halifax, nine from Wakefield,
and six from Bradford, and very near to the great Turnpike Roads leading to the sad several
Towns.”

Many other properties in Wakefield and the surrounding district, in Birstall and other places, are
mentioned, and the advertisement concludes :-

“The Gildersome Estate will be shown by Mr. Robert Newton, of Gildersome aforesaid; and
the rest of the above Estates by the respective Tenants thereof.”

The first settled minister of the Baptist Church, the Rev. John Tommas, studied Hebrew with the
celebrated Dr. Priestley, the Scientist, from 1749 to 1751, and the second, the Rev. Thomas Ashworth,
married aPriestley of Field Head, Birstall, arelative of the Scientist. Cordial relations existed between
him and the Nonconformist Ministers in the Spen Valley. A daughter married the Rev. Hammond
Roberson, who spent her fortune in building Liversedge Church. This man, Roberson, kept a large
boys school, and made himsdlf dreaded and respected by his pupils. He was very bumptious, and
conspicuous in putting down the Luddites. Charlotte Brontetook him for the character of Mr. Helstone
in Shirley. His wife maintained her membership with Gildersome Baptist Church, and rode over on
Communion Sunday on a grey pony. In order to prevent this he deliberately shot her pony before her
eyes. | have heard many vehement and angry denunciations of his conduct from her relatives and mine.
Hedied in 1841, aged eighty-four.

People came from two miles or more to worship with the Baptists at Gildersome, and one poor old
woman, journeying on astormy day, was accosted by some one on the way in thisfashion, “Nay, Betty,
y€'ll niver get to Gildersome Chapel to-day,” and she replied, “Ah, but | knaw | sall, for my heart's
there, an’ | know that where my heart ismy poor old legs will carry me.” | wish people had such hearts
Now.

An old map shows a meeting-place of the Quakersin the corner of afield near Turton Hall, lately used
asacricket field.

During the Napoleonic wars drilling of ballotted men took place before the Griffin Inn. Edward Booth,
the organist, was drawn at the ballot.

In 1780 only one Gildersome name appears on the list of those who paid the tax on male servants, viz.,
that of Mr. Turton.

Christopher Watson, who signed the Trust Deed of the Baptist Chapel in 1707, when aged thirty, lived
seventy-four yearslonger, dying on August 4th, 1781, aged 104, and is buried at Batley.

Eleanor, relict of the late Mr. Isaac Reyner, of Gildersome, died Dec. 20th, 1829, at the advanced age
of ninety-three years. She retained her faculties until the last, but her death was hastened by a severe
fall. The burial took place at Batley Church.

Mr. George Hartley, of Gildersome, died on Tuesday, Dec. 30th, 1856, aged ninety-four years.
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Mrs. Mary Scott, of Gildersome, died on Monday, May 16th, 1837, aged ninety-two years.

Mrs. Hannah Halliday, of Gildersome, died March 6th, 1913, aged ninety-three years. It isasingular
circumstance that her death also was hastened by afall.

Thefive cases of longevity are very remarkable.
MILITARY TRAINING.
Copy of a natice published in 1807.

NOTICE is hereby given,
That the Deputy Lieutenants of the West Riding of the
County of Y ork, acting for the Subdivision of
MORLEY
will meet at the house of
Mr. John Wood, the Talbot Inn, Bradford,
On Friday the 27th Day of March next
At Ten o' clock in the Forenoon
To Ballot for the Men to be raised by the Township of Gildersome
within the said Subdivision, towards the
Fourteen Thousand and Seven Men
directed, by an Order of His Majesty’s Privy Council: to be furnished by the said Riding, to
serve in the manner directed by the Training Act of the 46th Year of His present Mgjesty,
entituled “An Act to enable His Mgjesty, annually, to train and exercise a Proportion of his
Subjects in England, under certain Regulations, and more especially to provide for the
Defence of the Realm.”

Notice is aso hereby given, That by the above-mentioned Training Act it is enacted, “That in
all Casesinwhich any Ballot shall be directed, and any persons between the Ages of Eighteen
and Thirty years, and fit for Military Service, shall voluntarily Enrol themselves for Military
Service, under the Provisions of that Act, in any Township, and shall agree to be Trained and
Exercised, and to serve according to the Provisions of that Act, if the Persons so voluntarily
enrolling themselves and agreeing to be so trained and exercised, and serve, shall amount to
the number to be enrolled by Ballot under the Apportionment made for any such Township,
then no Ballot shall take place in such Township; and if the Persons so voluntarily enrolling
themselves and agreeing as aforesaid, shall not amount to the Number required to be so
enrolled by Ballot in any such Township as aforesaid, then the Number of Persons so
voluntarily enrolling themselves, and agreeing as aforesaid, shall be deducted from the
Number so required to be enrolled by Ballot, and the Remainder only shall be Ballottedfor in
such Township: and all Persons so voluntarily enrolling themselves, and agreeing as af oresaid,
shdl be trained and exercised, and serve in the same Manner, and at the same Time and
Places, and under the same Regulations, and be subject to the same Provisions, asif they had
been Ballotted for.”

And it is thereby further enacted “That it shall be lawful for his Majesty, if he shall seefit, to
order, by one of his principal Secretaries of State, that any Volunteers under that Act shall
receive Pay of One Shilling per day for any additional number of Days of Training and
Exercise, not exceeding Twenty-four Days, an addition to the Twenty-four Days in the
Schedule to that Act mentioned; or if he shall seefit, in like Manner to order and direct that
any Volunteers Training and Exercising under that Act, for any number of Days not less than
Twenty-four, shall receive, at the Expiration of such Number of Days Training and Exercise,
any sum not exceeding Ten Shillings, in Addition to the Pay of One Shilling per Day in the
Schedule to that Act mentioned, to be paid to such Volunteers, in such Manner, and in such
Proportion as his Mgjesty shall pleaseto direct.”

(The Schedule referred to by the Act.)
RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO PERSONS ENROLLED UNDER AN ACT
FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE REALM.
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All Persons trained under this Act to be allowed Pay for Twenty-four Days, at One Shilling
per Day.

To attend at the Places and Times fixed for Exercise, and obey all Orders of Officers or
Serjeants relating to Training and Exercising, during Times of Exercise; to take due Care of
Arms; and to deposit them where required.

Dated this 28th Day of February 1807.
By Order,

WM. HOLDEN,

Clerk of the said Subdivision.

DIVISION OF MORLEY.
By Virtue of an Order from His Mgjesty’s Deputy Lieutenants, | am ordered to inform you,
that the Quota of Men to be raised for your Township will be 33.
THOMAS SELBY,
Bingley, March 6th, 1807. Chief Constable.

Note. - The Subdivision of Morley covered a large area, including the towns of Bradford and Halifax
and the townships surrounding them, including Gildersome. The district was eventually divided into
two; East Morley, of which Bradford is the centre, and West Morley, the chief town of whichis
Halifax. As shown elsewhere, Gildersome was transferred to the Skyrack Division later.

My grandfather, Benjamin Booth, was the owner of a stand for the exhibition and sale of cloth in the
Coloured Cloth Hall, Leeds, a large brick structure with a spacious yard in which many historic
meetings have been held, including one addressed by the late Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone a which | was
present. There were gangways at the front of the stands, down which the buyers passed, and at the back
asmall space in which to store cloth. | was taken by my father to see the stand which had till on it my
grandfather’s name, and | saw a few people exhibiting cloth, and a few buyers, but in the main the
place was deserted as customs had changed. In former years my father attended regularly on market
days, and | have heard him say that in a bad time he attended a whole year and never sold a piece of
cloth. The General Post Office is built on the site, and when the place was sold by the Trustees, the
proceeds were divided amongst the standholders, The certificate of my grandfather’s stand is still in
existence and reads as under :-

Mix'd Cloth-Hall,
Leeds.
Decr. th3o 1806.
Number 504. Benj. Booth, Gilidersom.

THOS. DENISON

THOS. BUTTERFHELD,
F. Baines, Printer, Leeds.

} Trustees

James Booth, record E, in 1817 went to New Y ork, and on returning bought for his voyage from New
Y ork to England the articles as under:

£ S. d.

28lbs. bread at 8d. per Ib. 18 0
14 |bs. sugar at 1s. 2d. per Ib. 16 0
llb.tea 12 0
7lbs. butter at 2s. 2d. per Ib. 15 2
34bs. cheese at 11%. per Ib. 3 4
Onions 1 0
Ygallon spirits 6 0
Apples 6 0
Apples 8 0
1lb. Coffee 2 0
Totd £4 1 6
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It will be noted that the calculations are not correct, or possibly there was some discount given, but the
items are taken from hisdiary, which a so givesthe following account of his passage.

“1817. Oct. 8. Sailed out of the harbour at New Y ork, North America, about 9 o' clock in the
morning in the ship “Courier,” Captain Browne, bound for Liverpool in England. At noon we
made the lighthouse Sandy Hook, and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon lost sight of land. Wind-
West.

“Oct. 10. Spoke an English brig in distress 70 days from Bridport, with passengers 68 in all,
and 16 crew, bound for Philadel phia (her name was “Derwent”), who day beforefell in with a
ship dismantled in agale on Thursday 9th Oct.

“Oct. 11. Strong wind with a very rough sea. Passengersin general very sick. Sailing from 9%
to 11 knots an hour.

“Oct. 16. At noon we had performed half of our passage after being 8 days out and still afair
wind North East by North.

“Oct. 21. Light wind from N.E. We passed two brigs, but where from or where bound | know
not as we did not speak to them.

“Oct. 24. Had a very fair wind, sailing 10 knats an hour. In the evening we heaved the lead
and found a bottom at 70 fathoms, off Cape Clear.

“Oct. 26. Landed in England.”
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CHAPTERII LOCAL INFORMATION.

GIILDERSOME is5 miles S.W. of Leeds, 6 miles from Bradford, 84 miles from Wakefield, and isin
the Skyrack Division of the West Riding of the County of Y ork. Moorfield House is 520 ft. above sea
level, and Greystone 592 ft. The chief industries are the manufacture of cloth, wagon building, and a
little coal mining. Up to the year 1880, coal mining gave employment to a large number of men, and
has given employment therein for more than two centuries.

It has a postal telegraph office, amoney order office, two post offices and several pillar-boxes. There
are two deliveries and two collections of letters. On Sundays letters are delivered to callers only.

Most denominations have places of worship, the seniority resting between the Society of Friends and
the Baptists, then follow the Wesleyan, Church of England, United Methodist and Pentecostal, in the
order given.

Local Government is conducted by an Urban District Council, consisting of twelve members, four
Overseers of the Poor, and two Poor Law Guardians, who are elected Guardians of the Bramley Union.
For County Council administration, Gildersome is part of the Drighlington Electoral Division, which
sends one representative to that body, the present member being Mr. Horace Render, of Wyre Hall,
Drighlington. Mr. P. H. Boothis a County Alderman for the area.

There are raillway stations on the Great Northern and London and North-Western lines, though the
latter is somewhat inconvenient.

The late Mr. Henry Booth was the first Justice of the Peace for the Township, his election taking place
in 1894, and at the present time Mr. Cyrus Holliday and Mr. Philip H. Booth are acting magistrates, in
addition to the Chairman of the District Council for the time being.

Baines' s Directory of the County of Yorkin 1823 gives the following information :-

Leeds Post Office- Walking Postmen.

John Cowburn to Beeston, Churwell, Morley, Bruntcliffe, Gildersome, Adwalton,
Drighlington, Tong, Westgate Hill, Birkenshaw, Bierley, Fulneck and Pudsey every day.
(Thiswould be around of about 14 miles.)

Gildersome, in the parish of Batley, wap. of Morley, and honour of Pontefract; 5 miles SW.
of Leeds. Pop. 1592

Clark C. T. Gentleman.

Elam Jervas Gentleman.

Hudson Wm. Gentleman.

Kinsman Rev. A. G., Incumbent.
Scarlett Wm., Baptist Minister.
Bentley John, Gardener.

Bilbrough M. & M., Drapers.
Bilbrough John, Maltster

Booth Joseph Senr., Glazier and Organ Builder.
Cliff, Joseph, Horse Dedler.

Buttrey John, Woolstapler.

Elam Daniel, Boiler Maker.

Crossley Luke, Cattle Dealer.

Fenton Samuel, Cooper.

Ellis Mr., Schoolmaster.

Holdsworth Robert, Corn Miller.
Nussey John, Listing Maker.
Greenwood Thomas, Machine Maker.
Smith John, Blacking Maker.

Stead Jonas, Scibbling Miller.
Hornby Han. vict. Shoulder of Mutton.
Williamson William, vict. New Inn.
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Oddy Richard, Blacksmith.

StablesWm., vict. Griffin.

Westerman John, Cotton Manfr.

Butchers - Clapham George, Hornby William.

Cloth Dressers- Mitchell Isaac, Sanderson Benjamin.

Drysalters - Bilbrough James, Bilbrough Daniel, Dennison Robert.

Gear and Slay Makers- White John, White William.

Grocers - Beaumont John, Beevers George, Bilbrough M. & M., Dawson Lanc., Holdsworth
James, Middlebrook T., Moore John, Pullan William, Stevenson Martha, Thackrah John.
Tailors - Bentley William, Dixon William.

Wheelwrights - Stead William, Wilson Thomas.

Woollen Manufacturers with the Inns they attend in Leeds :-

Those marked 1 attend the Dusty Miller; 2, Old White Swan; 3, Old George; 4, Malt Shovel;
5, Rodney; 6, Saddle; 7, Griffin.

1. Benn John, Booth S. & J., Booth John, Dawson Lan., Fisher Francis, GilpinIsaac, Harrison
Thos., Smith John, Smith Samuel, Webster Fred, Wilcock Joseph, Mortimer John.

2. Gaunt Joseph, Stead Joseph, Geldard W. & Sons.

3. Gilpin Benjamin, Watson Samuel.

4. Jackson John.

5. Horsfall Joshua.

6. Stevenson Matthew.

7. Lindsey Richard.

Carriers- Gomersal M., Bamforth J., and T. Rycroft to Leeds, Tuesdays and Saturdays.

Amongst the Trustees of the Coloured Cloth Hall, Mr. Benjamin Gilpin is given as representing
Gildersome and Adwalton.

The late Jeremiah Hartley was the last Trustee representing Gildersome.

Each stands in the Coloured Cloth Hall originally cost 3 guineas, and in the early years of the 19th
century they sold at from £16 to £24, but at the time the Directory was written (1823) they were only
worthabout £2 10s. 0d. The cost of receipt stampsisgivenas£2to £5, 2d.; onefor £100, 1s. 6d.; £500,
5s. ; and one for £1,000 and over, 10s.

The oldest woollen mill was perhaps Philadelphia Mill, once occupied by Wm. Geldard & Sons, which
stood just below Philadelphia Colliery, on the same side of the road, of which there were remains sixty
years ago, but what is known as the Old Factory is fairly ancient, and the same can be said of the
original Old Hall Mill, occupied by my maternal grandfather in histrade of Cloth Finisher.

In 1861, the Old Factory was occupied by Dodgshun & Dickenson, scribblers, and the directory gives
the following as cloth manufacturersin Gildersome :-

William N. Ackroyd.

S. Almond & Sons.

Henry Booth.

Francis Dawson.

Francis Fisher.

Jereh. Hartley.

Jereh. Smith.

Matthew Stephenson & Sons.
Joseph Webster & Sons.

Of the ninefirms only oneis at present connected with the trade.

Gildersomein the 18th and 19th centurieswas noted for its schools, one of the oldest being conducted
by a member of the Society of Friends, named Ellis, at Gilead House, and many members of noted
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Quaker banking families were educated there. Turton Hall had a noted school, and aladies' school was
conducted at Chapel House, to which pupils came from places so far distant as Wiltshire. In 1861 we
had three “ academies’ conducted by

Rev. John Sargent,
MissAnn F. Tetley,
Wm. Whitaker.

When | read the list | thought a mistake had been made, as | could not remember Wm. Whitaker, but |
suddenly remembered a man known as “Old Whitaker” who held a school in his own house, and
occasionaly elsewhere, who taught reading and writing. He was a good penman and regarded writing
asafineart.

My grandfather was a paid teacher of a Sunday School at atime when writing was taught there.

Gildersome is now in the Skyrack Division of the West Riding, but up to March 1st, 1854, it wasin the
East Morley Division.

The entries in the Sessions Order Book are as under : -
“Quarter Sessions held at Leeds, 18th October, 1853.

Ordered that the statement sent to the Clerk of the Peace and laid before this Court that the
Townships of Churwell and Gildersome should be transferred from the Division of East
Morley be advertized by the Clerk of the Peace and that the same be taken into consideration
at the next General Quarter Sessions of the Peace to be holden by adjournment at Wakefieldin
and for the said Riding.”

“Wakefield Sessions, 3rd January, 1854.

Whereas the Rev. James Armitage Rhodes, John Calverley, George Pollard and William
Nicholson, Esquires did certify that in their opinion it would be conducive to the public
convenience and the better administration of Justice and would afford great accommodation to
the ratepayers and inhabitants of the Townships of Churwell and Gildersome forming a part of
the East Morley Division if they were annexed to the Skyrack Division it is ordered by the
Court that the said statement be and the same is hereby wholly adopted and that it is further
ordered that this order shall take effect from the 1st day of March next.”

By this order the administration of justice was transferred from Bradford to L eeds.

The populationin the years named was

Inhabited
Year. Houses. Inhabitants.
1801 241 1232
1811 278 1409
1821 306 1592
1831 328 1652
1841 387 1917
1851 431 2126
1861 558 2701
1871 729 3448
1881 714 3470
1891 726 3175
1901 732 3073
1911 749 2981

In 1838 there were 120 hand looms engaged in the woollen manufacture, and 360 inhabited houses.
The assessable value was £11,437, and the amount raised for the relief of the poor £283 18s. The
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number of inhabited houses this year (1917) is 856, the assessable value £14,220, and the amount
raised for therelief of the poor £2,755. The area of the Township is 992 acres.

Shortly after the formation of the District Council steps were taken to secure suitable offices for the
transaction of public business and ultimately the Grove House estate was purchased. The house itself
was altered, and very satisfactory offices provided, in addition to three dwelling houses, besides which
alargefield is used as arecreation ground. The offices were opened in the year 1899.

Education is conducted by a District Sub-Committee, under the control of the West Riding Education
Committee and the three elementary schoolsin the areaare efficiently taught by able Head Masters and
teachers. Evening classesin science and art have been very successful, but owing to the war they have
been temporarily suspended. Higher education is provided for at Morley Secondary School, for which
Gildersome is rated; at Batley Grammar School in which there are certain rights owing to Gildersome
having been part of the ancient parish of Batley; and students are sent to Leeds University. A scholar in
one of the elementary schools (Street Lane School) won a scholarship at Batley, a scholarship tenable
at Oxford, and he is now a Professor of the Leeds University. | refer to Professor Charles Crowther,
M.A., Corpus Christi College, Oxford, Ph.D.Leipzig, the son of Mr. Samued Crowther, Hart Hill

House, Gildersome.

The first Urban District Council was elected on Dec. 15th, 1894, the names of the candidates and the
votesrecorded are asfollow :-

ELECTED. Votesfor
John Harrison Gilpin 229
Walter Clayton 228
Walter Ellis 219
Philip H. Booth 218
William Bedford 206
EzraHolliday 204
William Wood 196
Thomas M. Brooke 177
John Allison 161
John Stocks 144
W. W. Thackray 144
Joseph H. Towler 141
NOT ELECTED.

Rowland Leathley 99

At asubsequent election in 1898 the votes recorded were

ELECTED.

Philip Henry Booth 200
Walter Ellis 187
Walter Clayton 168
Scarlett Inman 146
Four Members wanted.

NOT ELECTED.

Alfred Buttrey 143

The present Council consists of the following gentlemen —

ArbaBrooke (Chairman)

W. Bedford (Vice-Chairman)
George F. Wilson.

A.D. Barker.

Alfred Booth.
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Walter Crowther.

J. Hudson.

Chas. F. Payne.

George Seed.

S. Stead.

J. Thornton.

A. Gardner.

H. B. James, Clerk.

W. Wilby, Asst. Clerk.

Orlando Stephenson, Collector.
Ameles Holliday, Nuisance Inspe.
Medical Officer: W. H. Holliday, M.D.

Other officers of the Township are

Overseers of the Poor —
William Bedford.
George F. Wilson.

S. Stead.

J. Thornton.

Guardians of the Poor —
Jim Goodson.
Raobert A. Holliday.

Thefirst School Board elected under the provisions of the Education Act, 1870, consisted of —

Henry Booth (Chairman)
John Hadlam.

George Webster.

John Moore.

Chas. H. Gibson.

and the Gildersoine members of the present Drighlington and Gildersome Education District Sub-
Committee are

Samuel Crowther (Chairman)
Geo. B. Wilson.

Sam Barron.

Philip H. Booth.

A. Gardner.

The District Nursing Association has for its officers—

The Chairman of the District Council (Chairman).
Miss M. H. Crowther, Secretary.

Mayhal’s Annals of Yorkshire hasthe following information :-

In January, 1803, Isabella Holmes and Thomas Wilcock of Gildersome were knocked down
and killed in Leeds, by carriages passing over them.

On Nov. 28th, 1833, William Sharp, of Bradford, a very distinguished Surgeon died, aged 64,
and was interred at Gildersome in the family vault. All the shopsin Bradford were closed on
the day of the funeral.

On Nov. 23rd, 1843, James Byram, Gildersome, was charged before the Leeds magistrates
with offering for sale 40 Ibs. of spent tea leaves, which had been re-dried and coloured in
imitation of black tea He was convicted in a penalty of £5 for every pound of tea, i.e. £200
and damages one shilling, or in default to be imprisoned for six months.
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OnJune 17th, 1844, collierson strikefrom L ofthouse, Gildersome, Churwell, and other places
held a public meeting on Richmond Hill, Leeds, the magistrates having refused to permit them
to meet in Kirkgate Market or Vicar's Croft.

On June 24th, 1844, during a violent thunderstorm, two women at Gildersome, named Hartley
and Harrison, were struck by lightning, and very great damage was done in the surrounding
district.

On Feb. 13th, 1858, a robbery took place at the parsonage at Nova Scotia, Gildersome, the
residence of the Rev. A. G. Kinsman. Two men named John Hainsworth and Josiah William
were convicted of the offence at Y ork Assizes and sentenced to penal servitude for life. The
prisoners with three other persons entered the house, masked, and armed with pistols, and
compelled the prosecutor to tell where his money was on pain of having his brains blown out.

A fearful boiler explosion took place at the mill of Mr. Samuel Almond, cloth manufacturer,
Gildersome, on Sept. 4th, 1858, by which six persons lost their lives, viz. John Bradley,
George Woffington, Samuel Halliday, Alice Wright, Caroline Gregson, and a boy 14 years
old. Many others were injured. The explosion was caused by carelessness and ignorance, the
boiler having been alowed to get red hot, and in that condition cold water was turned in to
cool it.

The railway which runs through Gildersome, which has since been acquired by the Great
Northern Ry. Co., was opened on Oct. 3rd, 1857.

March 25th, 1862. The turn out of colliers at Gildersome caused by the resistance of the men
to areduction of ten per cent, on their wages, gaverise to some violent demonstrations on the
part of those on strike, and several of the men were bound over before the West Riding

Magistrates at L eeds to keep the peace.

Dec. 22nd, 1864. Edward Ackroyd, aged 49, colliery owner of Gildersomewas put on histrial
at the Leeds Assizes for making away with his estate within three months after he had been
made a bankrupt; also with destroying documents and bills of exchange, and withholding
books - all for the purpose of concealing the state of his affairs. After the examination of two
witnesses for the prosecution, the case had been adjourned until this day. Mr. Maude and Mr.
West, counsel for the prosecution, occupied some further time to establish the case fully.
There were many complications, involving the production of the voluminous proceedings
which had been filed in the Bankruptcy Court. The bankrupt was formerly a colliery and coal
owner who was adjudged bankrupt on Feb. 29th last. The first charge was that a month after
the bankruptcy the bankrupt asked Mr. Webster, manufacturer, Gildersome, to discount a bill
for £154, drawn by the bankrupt and accepted by Mr. G. Ellison, of Morley. Mr. Webster
declined to take the bill, and did so a second time; but according to his statement in the
Bankruptcy Court the bankrupt said he gave that bill to Mr. Rayner, who, in his evidence,
stated that he received the bill before the bankruptcy, and therefore there was a disagreement
between his evidence and that of Mr. Webster, unless there was another bill of which no
evidence had been given. The second charge was asto a bill at four months for £296 17s. 6d.,
dated Feb. 18th, 1864, eleven days before the bankruptcy and accepted by Mr. H. Wilkinson,
in payment for the plant at the prisoner’s colliery. That bill, the prosecution said, had been
withheld, but the bankrupt’s statement was that he had either paid it to Mr. Morrell, to whom
he had sold his colliery, or given it to his father to give up to his creditors. He had, however,
made a different statement to the effect that he did not know where the bill was. The third
charge was making away property by deed to two persons named Haigh and Yeadon, as
trustees for the prisoner’ s daughter who was about to be married, and by another deed to John
Morrell, of Liverpool. The question in reference to these was whether the prisoner was solvent
at the time he executed the deeds. Mr. Seymour in avery able speech, addressed the jury for
the prisoner, arguing that at the time of all these transactions he was solvent, but his ruin had
been hurried on by unforeseen circumstances. Not a single witness had been called to show
that at the time of these bills or deeds being executed there was a single dishonoured bill or
unsatisfied judgment. The Judge having summed up, the Jury retired to consider their verdict,
and in half an hour returned averdict of “guilty.” A sentence of twelve months imprisonment
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without hard labour was imposed.
Aug. 2nd, 1866. The Baptist Chapel, Gildersome, was opened.
June 21st, 1868. The Allied Mill, Gildersome, entirely destroyed by fire.

Aug. 4th, 1868. The Local Government Act was adopted at Gildersome, the result of the poll
being - For the Act 316, against 313, majority 3.

June 4th, 1869. The orders of the Poor Law Board with regard to the new unions were
received. To Bramley were annexed Armley, Farnley, Gildersome and Wortley.

Feb. 9th, 1873. Mr. Thomas Greenwood, the senior partner in the firm of Messrs. Greenwood,
of Batley, Leeds, died aged 65 years. Hailing from Gildersome where hetraded asajoiner, he
commenced businessin Leedsin 1833, in conjunction with his brother as machine makers, but
his brother dying soon afterwards Mr. Greenwood was thrown on his own resources. He
sought employment in the drawing office of Sir Peter Fairbairn, where Mr. Batley was cashier.
Being a man of energetic mind, and of considerable foresight he conceived the idea of

preparing machinery for the making of Enfield rifles, and otherwise devel op the manufacture
of small arms, and succeeded in persuading his employer to undertake the manufacture of the
necessary tools. In 1856, Mr. Greenwood and Mr. Batley left Sir Peter Fairbairn and
commenced business on their own account at Lords & Brook’s old workshop in Low Fold,
Bank, naming the place Albion Foundry. Subsequently they built extensive works in Armley
Road known as Albion Works. Their trade soon became varied in character and they were
known all over the world for their silk spinning machines. Their works gave employment to
1,800 hands. Mr. Greenwood shortly afterwards connected himself with the Birmingham

Small Arms Co., and acted as a Director of many commercial enterprises. He was a member
of the Society of Scientific Engineersand took agreat interest in itsproceedings. Hetravelled
in America and Russia and secured large orders for his firm. He left Leeds to take up his
residence near London, but only lived afew months after. A life-size portrait and addresswere
presented to him by his workpeople on his leaving Leeds as a mark of their esteem. His
remains were brought from London to Leeds for interment at Woodhouse Cemetery.

Feb. 15th, 1873. Gildersome Church was destroyed by fire. The building was not insured and
the fire was supposed to have originated in a stove used for keeping damp from the organ.

Aug. 19th, 1874. The corner stone of the new church at Gildersome was laid by Mr. Thomas
Stephenson, in the absence of hiswife.

On March 30th, 1916. Maiden Mill, Gildersome, was destroyed by fire and it has since been rebuilt on
modern lines.

Moor Head Mill, Gildersome, was burnt down on Nov. 28th, 1919, and is being rebuilt.

An ancient account of the Overseers of Gildersome, somewhat incomplete, and mutilated, in my
possession, reads as follows ;-

And over seares want £ 4 0
July the 11 going to Northarme an 1 shiling payed to the Chef

Constable 4 0
July the 24 expenses at inkewest 0 12 0
four Jure men 0 2 0
going to Halfax for the Crowoner 0 3 0
Augast the letter from Cornel of the milisha 0 0 7
September the 20 going to Halfax and 1 shilin paid to the Chefe

Constable 0 4 0
September the 22 cring atowns meting 0 0 6
September the 26 going to Shelf 0 3 0
Brig money 2 19 0
for going to Corte 0 2 0
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for going Aboute 0 12 0
payed William Wilson 0 10 0
payed Jerey Walker 0 12 6
payed James Beamount 0 2 4

£15 10 7

Rec.ByAn sesment, £19 14 8
Remans Dueto thetowne, £4 4 1

There is unfortunately no year mentioned, but it probably dates back to the early years of the 18th
century. Spelling seems to have been somewhat elastic on the part of the writer as he spells Chief and
shilling in two ways. Over seares for overseers, Northarme for Northowram, Jure for jury, cring for
crying, Corte for court, sesment for assessment, and various other things in the document make it
amusing. These were the good old days when a poor rate which only produced £19 14s. 8d. more than
satisfied the needs of the township. The Overseer seems to have been careful to keep money in hand.

In the year 1818 a Committee was appointed to deal with matters affecting the Township of
Gildersome, called the “Gildersoine Committee,” from the minute book of which | have teken the
following extracts :-

“At a Public Meeting held in the Committee Room at the New School on the Twenty-second
Day of September, 1818. It was unanimously agreed to, that the following persons are
nominated a Committee to assist and advise the Overseers of the Poor, and other Officers
belonging to the Township, and to audit their accounts.

John Buttrey.
Matthew Stephenson.
Joseph Horsfall.
Rev. Joseph Wardle.
Benjamin Gilpin.
James Bilbrough.
Gervas Elam.
William Hudson.
John Bilbrough.
John Westerman.
Joseph Geldert.
Isaac Gilpin.

At ameeting of the Committee held in the Committee Room at the New School on the Fifteenth day of
October, 1818, the following rules and regul ations were agreed to : -

First. That this Committee consists of Twelve Persons, who consider themselves engaged for
one year; together with the Churchwarden for the time being, and the permanent Overseers.

Second. That the Committee shall meet at the Committee Room on the pay day, which shall
aways be the first Monday in the Month, at Ten O’clock in the morning; and each member
who is not present at Eleven O’ clock shall forfeit Two Shillings. Asthe Committee feel most
anxious that unanimity should entirely prevail in all their proceedings; and there appearing
great Difficulty in deciding upon what excuse should be admitted for justifiable absence; it is
thought best to leave every case of absence to the honor of each individual member.

Third. That Three Members present shall be competent to act.

Fourth. That aChairman shall be elected who shall hold the Office for One Y ear, and if absent
at any Meeting at the Hour when business commences the Committee shall proceed to the
choice of another Chairman for that Meeting

Fifth. That the Chairman shall have power to call aspecial Meeting by notice, on any Business

of Importance. On which occasion, every Member absent at one quarter of an hour after the
time appointed for meeting, shall be subject to the forfeit of Two Shillings as on monthly
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mestings. And generally only a quarter of an Hour after the time fixed for any meeting shall
be allowed for the Difference of Clocks.

Sixth. That it is the duty of the Chairman for the time being to confine each Member when
speaking to the subject under consideration.

Seventh. That the Chairman shall determine all questions by a Mgjority of Voices, and in al
cases where the votes are equal, he shall have a casting Vote.

Eighth. That all Forfeits shall be at the disposal of the Committee.

Ninth. That any Member shal be at liberty to withdraw from a Meeting after three Hours
attendance though the Business of the Meeting should not be finished.

Tenth. That the Committee will be at all times glad to avail themselves of the attendance and
advice of the inhabitants of the Township, each attendant submitting to the Regulations of the
Meeting.

Eleventh. That no person but a Member shall be allowed to vote in the Committee.

Twelvrh. That itisthe object of this Committeeto seethat the strictest frugality be observedin
dispensing the public money; that al Bills be regularly discharged every month; that the
accounts be kept and audited in aregular manner; to judge of applications for parish relief; to
discourage the clamorous, and to see that Justice be done to the Poor; to see that every
Assessment be duly collected; and, generally to give their best advice on any subject relating
to the Affairs of the Township.

Thirteenth. That a Book shall be kept in which every transaction of the Meeting shall be
regularly recorded, as the same shall pass in the Meeting, which shall be signed by the
Chairman before the Meeting breaks up.

Fourteenth. That the Committee shall dine together on the first Monday in May, to which
Dinner a general Invitation of the principal inhabitants shall be given: each person shall pay
his own Expense, which shall not exceed Five Shillings.

Fifteenth. That on the First Monday in May one third of the Committee may retire; but if a
greater number wish to withdraw, the one-third retiring shall be determined on by Ballot.”

Copy of aNotice put up at all the Places of Worship in the Township on the second day of April, 1820.

“Noticeis hereby given that aMeeting will be held in the Committee room on Wednesday the
12th Inst. at 6 O’ clock in the Evening in Order to form a Committee to assist the Overseers of
the Poor in the Discharge of their Duty during the present Y ear.

It being a Time of general Depression and the Expenditure likely to be considerably increased,
the Overseers are particularly anxious that Gentlemen would lend their assistance, not only for
their own, but the public satisfaction.. - Jn°. Benn, Constable.”

April 12th, 1820. This Meeting pursuant to public Notice unanimously agrees that the
following Persons whose Names are hereunto annexed are nominated to stand asa Committee
or select Vestry for the Management of the Poor, agreeableto an Act passed in thelast Session
of the late Parliament.

Mr. Matthew Stephenson.
Mr. Jno. Buttrey.

Mr. Thos. Gilpin.

Mr. Joseph Geldert.

Mr. Geo. Beevers.

Mr. Isaac Gilpin.

Mr. Clark.
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Mr. Jno. Benn.

Mr. Elam.

Mr. Jno. Richardson.
Mr. Hudson.

Mr. Jno. Ellis.

Mr. Jas. Bilbrough.
Mr. Richard Lindsey.
Mr. Jno. Westerman.

Copy of the sanction by a Justice of the Peace—

“West Riding of Y orkshire, To wit. | one of his Mgjesty’ s Justices of the Peace acting in and
for the said Riding do hereby appoint the within named persons being fifteen substantial
Housekeepers in the Township of Gildersomein the said Riding to constitute a select Vestry
for the Care and Management of the Concerns of the Poor of the said Township, according to
the Statute in that Case made and provided. Given under my Hand and Sed the 18th day of
April, 1820. Thos. Benyon.”

Assessment granted to the Overseers by the Committee.

1820 Jany. Rate of 2/- inthepound.  }Benjn. Gilpin,
1820 June 26th Rate of 4/- inthepound.  }Win. Dixon.
1820 Oct. 22nd Rate of 4/- inthepound.  }Overseers.
1821 Jan.22nd Rate of 2/- inthepound.  }

1822 April 15th Rate of 2/- inthepound.  }Jno. Mortimer,
1823 May 15th Rate of 2/- inthepound.  }Assistant.

Extracts from Minutes.

1821 April 16th. Resolved that in Cases of Inquests in future the Jurymen shall not be allowed
by the Township more than 3/6 per man and that the Constable shall be one of the Jury.

1821 May 28th. A motion was made by Thomas Greenwood and seconded by John
Westerman that a particular account shall be kept in future by the Town's Clerk of the
expenditure of the Highways, to be entered monthly, which motion was carried unanimously.

1821 July 9th. Resolved unanimously that no public Officer in future shall be allowed by the
Township more than 3/6 per day and not anything to be allowed for expenses.

1822 April 24th. In public Meetings assembled Mr. Wm. Newton in the Chair, the following
Resolution was unanimously agreed to, viz. - 6 Arm Chairs and aded Table shall be got (with
adrawer in it), 4 feet 6 inches square for the use of the Town and Committee and that Wm.
Stead be employed to purchase them.

(These were evidently for the Town’s School which stood on the Green opposite Moorfield House.)

1822 Aug. 14th. At aspecia Meeting called on Wm. Sykes' case after careful examination it
was resolved that he should no longer impose upon the Town with Impunity and the following
Address was signed by the Members present and laid before J. Plumbe, L. Hird and E. C.
Lister, Esgrs. at Bradford, the following day when they unanimoudly left Sykesto the Care of
the Overseers and Committee.

We the undersigned Members of the Committee of Gildersome beg leave to ask the
Magistrates who may be assembled at Bradford to-morrow whether they can for a moment,
suppose the Committee could debase themselves so far as to afflict a Pauper without some
extraordinary cause, six of them being possessed of Property enabling them to vote for a
Registrar at Wakefield in Case of aVacancy.

Mr. Matthew Stephenson.
Mr. Jno. Westerman.
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Mr. C. T. Clark.

Mr. Jno. Jackson.
Mr. Geo. Beevers.
Mr. Saml. Atkinson.
Mr. Jno. Benn.

1822 Oct. 14th. Collectors of King's Taxes. It is unanimously agreed that the Collector shall
from henceforth receive nothing for Journeys.

1822 Oct. 28th. The Overseer in future shall be in the Committee-room at half past nineinthe
morning, in order to have the Poor dispatched by a quarter after ten, the time appointed for the
commencement of the Meeting of Committee.

1824 March 1st. People in the Workhouse to have an additional 6d. per week laid on to their
present pay.

(The Workhouse was nearly opposite Miners' Arms).

1824 May 10th. An Agreement between the Gentlemen forming the Select Vestry in
Gildersome and John Swinden, Surgeon of Morley, the said John Swinden agrees to visit and
afford medical aid to the Poor in the Township on a note being presented to him signed by one
of the Overseers of the Poor from the 1st of April, 1824 to the 1st of April, 1825, for the sum
of six guineas. Surgical Cases and Midwifery to form a separate charge, and Journies out of
the Township to be paid for by the Overseersof Gildersome after the usual rate of 1/- per mile.

1825 Feb. 14th. Mr. Swindon reports that Wm. Firth requires an opening medicine.

1826 Dec. 22nd. At a specia Vestry . ... present Mr. Wm. Gelderd, Chairman ; Mr. Abram
Hdliday, Mr. Wm. Stead, Overseers, Mr. Geo. Beevers, Mr. Saml. Atkinson, Assistant
Overseers; Mr. Matthew Stephenson, Constable.

1827 Oct. 22nd. Wm. Oddy - If he still continuesto misbehavein the Workhouse the Assistant
must take out awarrant against him.

1828 Feb. 25th. Town's Desk to have 2 locks, one key kept by the Clerk and the other by the
Overseer.

1828 Mar. 10th. The Constable for the time being to have 4/- per day and so in proportion for
the time engaged for returning Overseers taking Militia names or any other business
whatsoever that falls to the above Office.

1828 April 7th. The Assistant Overseer when attending the Quarter Sessions shall have 6/- per
day and bear his own Expenses.

1828 June 30th. The Physician having recommended |Ikley Wells, the Overseer is ordered to
give Robert Watson £1 to defray his expenses.

There are afew very interesting agreements.

We agree with the Surveyors of the highways of the Township of Gildersome to make a Stone
kiln in Gildersome Lane Quarry at three pence three farthings per yard to Bare and Get the
stone and Scale and set the same in aworkman Like manner to mix the stone and Scale by the
Derection of the Surveyors finding al our own Tools Exceping Planks - to have subsist
according to the work Done at the discretion of the said Surveyors and to have it Compleated
Redy for burning by the first day of September next has Witness Our hands.

His X
Wm. Hopkinson,
mark
Charles Boys.
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July thethird, 1828.

| agree with the Surveyors of the Highways of the Township of Gildersometo find coal for the
burning of the Stonekiln in Gildersome Lane Quarry at the following prices, namely,
Blendings at 5/- per Dozen at the Pit, Black out of the above at 3/6 per Dozen, the coa to be
good and clean.

Wm. Newton.
3 July, 1828.

| agree with the Surveyors to lead the Coal in the above contract with Wm. Newton to the
Gildersome Lane Quarry at eightpence per Dozen and to furnish the Kiln Makersin sufficient
guantities so as they shall not have to stand. 3 July 1828.

| agree with the Surveyors of the Highways of the Township of Gildersome to lead a quantity
of dross at 2/5 Yper Ton free of all other expense from the Bowling Foundry to unload at the
Places where the Surveyors of the Highway shall direct and to deliver good and clean dross. 3
July 1828.

There are no signatures to the last two agreements but they are probably the agreements of Wm.
Newton, the father of Mrs. Edward Ackroyd. He seems to have taken a prominent part in public work
in histime, and was often Chairman of the Vestry. The Quarry was near the Old Pit in Street Lane, or
as it is caled in the agreement “Gildersome Lane.” Stone was there burnt for use on the roads, a
circumstance well-known to the old inhabitants.

Some of the entriesin the books are rather amusing, for instance many times the following appears—
“The following cases were decided, namely, No Cases.”

The entry as to the price of coal “per dozen” means per dozen corves. It is somewhat uncertain what

the weight of a corve would then be, but probably there would be 30 cwts. of cod to the dozen. Taking

this as the basis the price of Black coal at the pit would then be 2s. 4d. per ton.

From an old book in my possession printed in the reign of George 1V . | have taken the following which

will show the taxes levied in the so called good old times. The date is 1828 and | print it specially to

show the window tax.

ASSESSED-TAXES.

WINDOWS
No of Windows £ S. d.
8 0 16 6
9 1 1 0
10 1 8 0
11 1 16 3
12 2 4 9
13 2 13 3
14 3 1 9
15 3 10 0
16 3 18 6
17 4 7 0
18 4 15 3
19 5 3 9
20 5 12 3
21 6 0 6
22 6 9 0
23 6 17 6
24 7 5 9
25 7 14 3
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26 8 2 9
27 8 11 0
28 8 19 6
29 9 8 0
30 9 16 3
31 10 4 9
32 10 13 3
33 11 1 6
34 11 10 0
35 11 18 3
36 12 6 9
37 12 15 3
38 13 3 6
39..... 13 12 0
40 not ab. 44 14 8 9
45 not ab. 49 15 16 9
50 not ab. 54 17 0 5
55 not ab. 59 18 13 0
60 not ab. 64 19 17 9
65 not ab. 69 21 0 3
70 not ab. 74 22 2 6
75 not ab. 79 23 5 0
80 not ab. 84 24 7 6
85 not ab. 89 25 10 0
90 not ab. 94 26 12 3
95 not ab. 99 27 14 9
100 not ab. 109 29 8 6

DWELLING-HOUSES.

Every house, with the offices, yards, and gardens, of the annual rent of £10, and under £20, 1s. 6d. In
the pound; £20 and under £40— 2s. 3d. ; £40, rent and upwards, 2s 10d.

MALE SERVANTS.
Batchelors.
Domestic At per Total per At per Total per
Male Servants Servant. Year. Servant. Year.
£ s d |[£ s d £ S. d. £ s d

For one servant 1 4 0| 1 4 0 2 4 o 2 4 O
Two ditto 1 11 o0 3 2 0 2 1 o 5 2 0
Three ditto 1 18 0| 5 14 0 2 18 0O 8 14 ©
Four ditto 2 3 6| 8 14 0 3 3 612 14 O
Fiveditto 2 9 0|12 &5 0 3 9 017 5 O
Six ditto 2 11 6|15 9 0 3 11 621 9 O
Seven ditto 2 12 6|18 7 6 3 12 625 7 6
Eight ditto 2 16 0|22 8 0 3 16 0[30 8 O
Nineditto 3 1 0|27 9 0 4 1 036 9 O
Ten ditto 3 6 6|33 5 0 4 6 643 5 O
Eleven ditto 3 16 6|42 1 6 4 16 653 1 6
And 3l. 16s. 6d. or 4l. 16s. 6d, (as the case may be) for every additional male servant.

£ s .
For onetraveller, or rider, 1l. 10s. - Two or more, each.. 2 10 0
For every clerk, book-keeper, &c. except apprentices without a 1 0 0
premium, or a premium less than 20I.
For two or more ditto, each 1 10 0
For every shopman or warehouseman 1 0 0
For every male servant employed as awaiter in any tavern, eating- 0 10 0
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house, &c. 1l. 10s. - For every occasional waiter employed for six
monthsin any year, 11. —if employed for less than six months
For every driver and guard of a stage coach, or carriage let onjob 1 5 0

Under and occasional gardeners, and also male servants retained for the purpose of husbandry
or trade, who are occasionally employed as a groom or stable boy, are exempted.

CARRIAGES. - For every coach, chariot, landau, chaise, caravan, &c., with four wheels
(except carriages or coaches licensed by the Commissioners for managing the stamp duties).

£ s d.
For one such carriage, with four wheels 6 0 0
Two such carriages, £13. ; three such carriages 21 0 0
3 3 0
For every additional body, used on the same carriage, isto be
charged
For every carriage kept for the purpose being let hire without 6 0 0
horses, for any period of timeless than one
For every such carriage let to hire for travelling post, by the day, or 5 5 0
by the mile, by any post-master or innkeeper, & c. duly licensed;
and for every stage coach or diligence, with four wheels, duly
entered
For every calash, chair, & c. with two or three wheels drawn by one 3 5 0
horse
Ditto, if drawn by two or more horses 4 10 0
And for every additional body successively used on calashes, 1 11 0

chaises, curricles, chairs, or cars, with less than four wheels

Carriages, with four wheels of less diameter than 30 inches each, built, & c. according to the
regulations prescribed for Taxed Carts (except asto the number of wheels), the original price
not exceeding £15, without springs, drawn by one pony or mule under twelve hands high, or
by an ox or ass, 14s. 6d. each.

Ditto, with a spring or springs of any materials, except of a metallic substance, and drawn as
above, £1 7s. 6d. each.

Ditto, with four wheels, described as above, and drawn by a pony, mule, ox, or ass, £3 5s.
each; ditto by two ponies, &c. £4 10s. each. And for every additional body successively used
on the same carriage, or number of wheels, £1 11s. 6d.

HORSES. - For every Horse, Mare, or Gelding, £ s. d
used for riding or drawing carriages 1 8 9
For two such horses,mares, or geldings 4 14 6
For three ditto 7 16 9
For four ditto 11 0 0
For five ditto 13 18 9
For six ditto 17 8 0
For seven ditto 20 18 3
For eight ditto 23 18 O
For nine ditto 27 6 9
For ten ditto 31 15 0
For eleven ditto 34 18 6
For twelve ditto 38 2 0
For thirteen ditto 41 8 9
For fourteen ditto 44 12 6
For fifteen ditto 47 16 3
For sixteen ditto 51 0 0
For seventeen ditto 54 8 0
For eighteen ditto 58 1 0
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For nineteen ditto 61 15 0
For twenty ditto 66 0O O
For horses et to hire, race-horses, & c. each 1 8 9

BUTCHERS HORSES. - Where one is kept only for his trade, 1l. 8s. 9. : and where two are
kept, 10s. 6d. for the second.

DOGS. - For every greyhound 20s.; for every hound, pointer, setting-dog, spaniel, lurcher, or
terrier, or for two or more dogs of any description, 14s. each; and for every other dog, kept by
any person inhabiting an assessed dwelling-house, 8s. Such dogs to be six months old. -
Persons keeping hounds may compound for the whole number at 36l. ayear.

In the year 1798 a Sick Clubwi was formed for the Township, to which Members contributed quarterly,
and from the funds of which allowances were made to membersin case of sickness, and to the widows
or representatives in case of death. The Society was very flourishing at one time and had accumulated
funds to the extent of £1,200, but as other Clubs were started, and young men ceased to enter, it was
ultimately wound up about the year 1854,

On thefirst page of the book | find the following members enrolled:

1798 Oct. 17th. Booth George Senr. aged 35. Clothier.
1798 Oct. 17th. Barraclough Samuel aged 40 Clothier.
1798 Oct. 17th. Beaumont John aged 29 Salter.

1798 Oct. 17th. Bilbrough William aged 26 Clothier.

At the end of the first year the accumulated funds were £40 15s. 4d.
At the end of the 12th year the accumulated funds were £358 13s. 8d.

The Secretary to the Society was Mr. George Craven, whose writing is very much to be admired, and
for his services he was paid the munificent sum of £1 11s. 6d. a year, an amount afterwards reduced
when the membership declined, to £1 1s. Od.

On Oct. 2nd, 1834, thereis an entry “Paid James White for 191 dinners for members £14 6s. 6d.” and
“Paid waiters 10/-.” After the building of the Sunday School in the Town End the mestings of the
Society were held there and there are quarterly entries of “ 1/-, Trustees of New School.”

On Oct. 1st, 1846 an entry reads “By James White 110 dinners £11 0 0.” There were a good many
members named Booth. and some had the same Christian name, so to distinguish them we find

Booth Joseph son of William.
Booth. Joseph son of George.
Booth. Joseph son of James.
Booth., Joseph, Plumber.

On thefirst page there are no less than 10 Booths named.

The Pinfold at the bottom of Hart Hill haslong ceased to answer its purpose, but the public right to the
property shoul d be maintained and not forgotten.

For very many years a Town's school which was built on land bought by the Overseers, and for which
they hold the deeds, was used for the transaction of the business of the Town and | have been present
on many interesting public occasions therein, conducted amid grime, smoke and dirt. The building has
been demolished and unless some effort is made the rights of the Township to the land will belost. The
School was quite opposite the large window on the West of the Church School. There were two rooms,
one of them originally being used for the payment of poor relief.

There was at one time alarge thorn tree on the Green with seats around it.

We have had many eccentric inhabitants, of whom the present generation has no knowl edge, and whose
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memory will be lost unless some record of them is made. Priscilla Gomersal, who was | should think
born about 1800, was a noted character. It was reported that she had been jilted, and lost her reason
owing to it, but anyhow she must a one time have been a fine woman, though in my time she was a
regular Meg Merrilees, gaunt, and at times, when crossed, most furious. People had a certain amount of
fear of her, whilst at the same time showing charity towards her. She existed somehow on | think alittle
payment by the Overseers, and on charity.

Betty Reyner another character who lived near the bottom of Harthill was a recluse, seldom seen
outside her door, and who never opened the door more than a few inches when anyone came to the
house. On the rare occasions on which she walked abroad children followed her just as they would
follow a mountebank. | know nothing of her history but think only the direst need caused her to come
forth. She also | should think was born about 1800.

In my childhood we had no police force like we have at present, but one or more men were sworn in as
Constables, given a staff, and became responsible for the preservation of the peace. | am uncertain
whether they were paid or not, but no doubt if they took an offender to Court, a notable event in their
lives, their expenses were paid. The first regular police officer sent to the Township was Richard
Shackleton, who single handed kept the peace for very many years. Since that time, with a smaller
population, we have had a Sergeant and two Constables to do the same work. Since the war however
many Special Constables have been swornin to assist the force, especially on the occasion of air raids.
Though the explosion of bombs has been heard, fortunately no aerial craft has come within ten miles or
thereabouts of the place, but inhabitants had to be warned of the danger and all lights extinguished.

An interesting old house near Moorfield House has on the mantel piece theinscription but | have been
unable to trace the builders of the property. The R probably stands for Reyner.

T
IR
1713

Messrs. John Holliday Bros. were at onetimethe largest colliery proprietors. They sunk the Quarry pit
in Street Lane (now called the Old Pit and dismantled) in 1844, and Gildersome Colliery, near the
Railway Station, G.N.R. in 1855. The sole remaining partner Mr. Robert Holliday, in 1872 started the
East Ardsley Callieries, in association with his sons, Mr. Cyrus Holliday and Mr. Henry Holliday,
under thetitle of Robert Holliday & Sons.

The collieries at present worked are those of Messrs. W. & J. H. Towler, and S. & A. Rushforth.
Cloth manufacturing is carried on by the following firms :-

Henry Booth & Sons.

John Wilson, Ltd.

A.& A. Brooke.

Arthur Womersley, Ltd.

Troydale Woollen Co.

O. H. Hartley' s Sons, Ltd.

A large wagon building tradeis carried on by Robert Hudson Ltd., at Gildersome Foundry.
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CHAPTER 111 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

The late Canon Raine had in his possession a perfect copy of the Y orkshire Poll Book for 1708,
from which | take the following extract

“An alphabetical account of the Poll for the Election of Knights for the County of Yorke to
serve in the Parliament of Great Britain summoned to meete at Westminster the eight day of
July Anno Domino 1708, And then prorogued to the ninth of September next following.
Taken before Henry Iveson Esgr., High Sheriffe of the said County The 19th, 20th, 21st and
22nd dayes of May of the said year.

The Right Honourable the Lord Viscount Downe, Sir William Strickland, Bart., The
Honourable Conyers Darcy Esgr., Sir Arthur Kaye Bart., and The Honourable Thomas
Wentworth Esgr. Being Candidates for the said Eleccon. The first Two of which were on ye
22nd of May above menconed chosen and declared Members of the aforesaid Parliament.
Lord Downe polled 4,737; Sir Wm. Strickland 3,452; Hon. Conyers Darcy 3,257; Sir A Kay
3,136; Hon Thomas Wentworth 958; Total 15,549.”

A poll wastaken on May 15th, 1734, at Y ork Castle for the election of two members for the County of
York.

Candidates: -  Sir Miles Stapylton 7896 votes.
Cholmley Turner 7879 votes
Sir Rowland Wynne 7699 votes
Edward Wortley 5898 votes

Gildersomeisspeltinthereturn“ Gildersom or Gilderston” and the names of the Gildersornevotersare

Smith, Joshua.
Benson, Thomas.
Atkinson, Joshua.
Mimer, John.
Appleyard, Abraham.
Cawdraw, William.
Crummack, John.
Burket, John.
Dickinson, Joseph.
Riley, John.

Scot, Timothy.
Reynard, John.
Banks, John.
Wood, Obadiah.
Barker, John.

The information is obtained from a rare old book shown to me by the very courteous officials of the
Bradford Free Library. The British Museum has not a copy of the work.

In the year 1741 the following Gildersome voters registered their votes at the election of a
representative to servein Parliament for the West Riding of Y orkshire.

The poll lasted eight days and the result was—

Cholmley Turner (Whig.) 8003.
George Fox (Tory) 6940.

Ten voted for Turner, viz.:-
Appleyard, Abraham.

Armitage, John.
Benson, Joseph.

40



Birkett, Joseph.
Birkett, Samuel.
Clift, Moses.
Reynar, John.
Taylor, Jonathan.
Thackwray, John.
Wood, Obadiah.

Six voted for Fox, viz.:-

Appleby, John.
Cawthrey, William.
Middlebrook, George.
Pearson, James.
Scott, Jeremiah.
Sharp, John.

For sixty-six years after this there was no contested election in Y orkshire.

On Wednesday, May 20th, 1807, a poll for the election of two Knights of the Shire for the County of
Y ork was taken at the Castle of York by Richard Fountayne Wilson, Esq., High Sheriff, and for fifteen
days, until the close of the poll on Friday, June 5th, there was a memorable struggle for mastery
between the two palitical parties. The candidateswere William Wilberforce, Esg., in whose election all
parties agreed, Viscount Milton (Whig), and the Hon. Henry Lascelles (Tory). A vast amount of money
was expended on the election, probably £500,000, and the Lascelles family was much impoverished
thereby. The votes cast were—

Wilberforce 11,806.
Milton 11,177.
Lascelles 10,989.

At this election twenty-four Gildersome electors voted as under —

For Milton 16 - Booth, Nathaniel, Shopkeeper.
Baker, Samuel, Clothier.
Burrill, Richard, Gentleman.
Gilpin, Benjamin, Clothier.
Gomersall, Matthew, Clothier.
Greenwood, Thomas, Joiner.
Hudson, William, Gent.
Horsfall, Samuel, Clothier.
Jackson, John, Clothier.
Jackson, James, Drysalter.
Pool e, Thomas, Y eoman.
Reyner, Isaac, Gent.

Scott, John, Clothier.
Turton, Wm., Gent.

Turton, Edward, Gent.
Weatherill, Joseph, Y eoman.

For Wilberforceand Lascelles 7 -
Crosby, Luke, Farmer.
Clapham, George, Butcher.
Richardson, John, Clothier.
Sharp, Abraham, Woolstapler.
Stephenson, Thomas, Clothier.
Weade, John, Shopkeeper.
Watson, Abraham, Painter.

For Lascelles 1-—
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Gray, Robert, Gentleman.

From 1807 until 1830 there was no contested election, but in the | atter year five candidates went to the
poll for four seats with the following result —

Lord Morpeth, 1464 votes.
Henry Brougham 1295 votes
Hon. W. Duncombe, 112 votes
Richard Bethell, 1064 votes
Martin Stapylton, 94 votes not elected.

An important feature in this election was that the members were returned free of expense, the cost to
the candidatesin a county like Y orkshire having hitherto been ruinous. The election seemsto have been
a senseless one, and a foregone conclusion, only about a tithe of the electors having recorded their
votes.

Gildersome votes registered at the West Riding Election, May 11th, 1835.

Candidates: -  Lord Morpeth, 9066 votes.
Hon. J. S. Wortley, 6259 votes.

Twelve voted for Wortley.

Atkinson Saml.
Crosby, William.
Dixon William.
Elam, John.
Stephenson Matthew.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Stead Jeremiah.
Stead, Farrar.

Stead James.

Sharp, Abraham.
Walsh, William.
Westerman, John.

Eleven voted for Morpeth.

Buttrey, John.
Buttrey, Edward.
Bilbrough, John.
Bilbrough, James.
Booth, John.
Denison, Robert.
Fisher, Frank.
Gelderd, William.
Gomersall, Neriah.
Scarlett, William.
Rayner, John.

Names of Gildersome Electorswho voted at the poll for the election of Two Knights of the Shirefor the
West Riding of Y orkshire on August 3rd and 4th, 1837. There were fifty-four Gildersome el ectors.
Candidates:-  Lord Morpeth, Whig.
Sir George Strickland, Ind. Whig.
Hon. John Stuart Wortley, Tory.

At the nomination at Wakefield on July 31st, there was a seriousriot, heads were laid open, and faces
disfigured with blood met the eye in every direction. A show of hands was dispensed with and a poll
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demanded. The military authorities sent four troops from Leeds to suppress the riot. Two persons lost
their lives. 40,000 persons were present.

In Gildersome fourteen electors did not vote.
Fifteen voted for Morpeth and Strickland, viz.:-

Bilbrough, John.
Bilbrough, James.
Booth, John.
Beevers, Thomas.
Bedford, William.
Denison, Robert.
Denison, Michael.
Fisher, Frank.
Hudson, William.
Lockwood, James.
Morris, George.
Rayner, Roger.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Smith, Eli.
Webster, Samuel.

Twenty-four voted for Wortley, viz. :-

Atkinson, Samuel.
Buttrey, George.
Crosby, William.
Crosby, John.
Cowling, T.

Dixon, William.
Elam, Danidl.

Gilpin, Benjamin.
Grayshon, Samuel.
Groundwell, Thomeas.
Heapes, Richard.
Kinsman, Guyse A.
Render, Benjamin.
Revdl, John.

Sharp, Abraham.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Stead, Jeremiah.
Stead, Farrar.

Stead, James.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Sowden, Jmh.

Walsh, William.
Westerman, John.

Onefor Strickland, viz. ;-
John Savele.

Total votes polled —

Morpeth 12,638 elected
Strickland 12,004 elected
Wortley 11,566 not elected
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Names of Gildersome Electors who voted at the election of Two Knights of the Shire for the West
Riding on the 8th and 9th July, 1841.

Candidates - Hon. John Stuart Wortley, Tory, 13,165 votes.
Edmund Beckett Denison, Tory, 12,780 votes
Viscount Morpeth, Whig., 12,031votes
Viscount Milton, Whig., 12,080 votes

Twenty-four voted for Wortley and Denison.

Atkinson, Samuel.
Beevers, Richard.
Butterey, George.
Clapham, Benjamin.
Cowling, Thornton.
Crosby, John.

Dixon, William.
Elam, John.
Grayshon, Samuel.
Heape, Richard.
Kinsman, Andrew G.
Pullon, George.
Rayner, John.
Render, Benjamin.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Stead, Farrar.

Stead, Jeremiah.
Shaw, William.
Smith, John Dixon.
Sowden, Jeremiah.
Stephenson, M., junior.
Sharp, Abraham.
Walsh, William.

One plumped for Denison, viz.
Benjamin Gilpin.

One voted for Denison and Morpeth, viz.
William Bedford.

Nineteen voted for Milton and Morpeth.

Bilbrough, Brooks P.
Bilbrough, James.
Blibrough, John.
Beevers, Thomas.
Booth, John.
Buttrey, Edward.
Buttrey, Richard.
Dawson, Samuel Taylor.
Denison, Michagl.
Denison Robert.
Fisher, Francis.
Hartley, Jeremiah.
Jackson, John.
Roberts, William.
Savele, John.
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Smith, Eli.

Wade, John.
Westerman, John.
Webster, Samuel.

One plumped for Milton, viz.
George Morris.
Nine did not vote.
There were fifty-five registered voters.
List of Gildersome voters who voted at the Election for the West Riding on Dec. 14th and 15th, 1848.

Candidates - E. B. Denison, C., 14,743 votes.
Sir C. B. Eardley, Ban., L., 11,795 votes.

Thirty-one voted for Denison.

Ackroyd, Edward.
Atkinson, Saml.
Beevers, Thomas.
Brigg, Alfred.
Butterey, George.
Buttrey, Richard.
Clapham, Benjamin.
Cowling, Thornton.
Crosby, John.
Denison, Michael.
Dixon, John.
Dixon, William.
Elam, John.

Fisher, Francis.
Gilpin, Benjamin.
Grayshon, Sam.
Hartley, John.
Holdsworth, James.
Hoalliday, John.
Holliday, Robert.
Holliday, Roland.
Holliday, Samuel.
Kinsman, A. G.
Ogden, Thomeas.
Render, Benjamin.
Smith, Eli.

Sowden, Jeremiah.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Walsh, William.
Webster, Geo.

Thirteen voted for Eardley.

Bentley, John.
Bilbrough, Alfred.
Bilbrough, John.
Bilbrough, W. P.
Booth, John
Hartley, Jeremiah.
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Heape, Richard.

Morris, Samuel.

Roberts, William.

Smith, William.

Stead, James

Stephenson, W. Bilbrough.
Webster, Joseph.

List of Gildersome electors who voted at the election of two Knights of the Shire for the West Riding,
on Tuesday, May 10th 1859.

Candidates - Sir John W. Ramsden, 15,978 votes, Liberal.
Frank Crossley, Esqg., 15,401 votes, Liberal.
Rt. Hon. James S. Wortley, 13,636 votes, Cons.

Eighteen voted for Ramsden and Crossley.

Bailey, Thomas.
Booth, John.

Buttrey, Edward.
Butterey, George.
Buttrey, Richard.
Ellis, William.
Fisher, Francis.
Hartley, Jeremiah.
Jackson, John.
Morris, Samuel.
Naylor, James.
Naylor, Joseph.
Smith, Thomas.
Stead, James.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Stephenson, W. Bilbrough Rev.
Watson, Robert.
Westerman, Joseph.

Eighteen voted for Wortley.

Ackroyd, Edward.
Beevers, George.
Buttrey, William.
Clapham, Benjamin.
Gilpin, Joseph.
Gomersall, John.
Hartley, John.
Hartley, William Lord.
Holdsworth, Thomas.
Holliday, John.
Holliday, Rowland.
Hudson, William.
Kinsman, A. G.
Mitchell, Isaac.
Ogden, Thomeas.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Stephenson, Thomas.
White, John.

Election for the Eastern Division of the West Riding, Nov. 28th, 1868.

Candidates - C. B. Denison, 7,437 votes, C. elected.
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Joshua Fielden, 7,135 votes C. elected.
H. S. Thompson, 7,047 votesL.
I saac Holden, 6,867 votes L.

Forty-seven voted for Denison and Fielden.

Atkinson, Joseph.
Bedford, G. T.
Bedford, Thomas.
Beevers, George.
Beevers, George'.
Boulton, Arthur.
Buttrey, Richard.
Buttrey, William.
Clarke, Samuel.
Dawson, Francis.
Dawson, James.
Ellis, Simeon.

Farrar, Richard.
Firth, James.
Geldard, Joseph Wm.
Gilpin, Joseph
Hartley, James.
Hartley, John.
Hartley, Joseph.
Helliwell, John.
Holdsworth, Thomas.
Holliday, Lewis.
Holliday, Rowland.
Kinsman, John G.
Ogden, Thomeas.
Scatcherd, Joshua.
Smith, John Dixon.
Stephenson, Joseph L.
Stephenson, Thomas.
Westerman, Geo.
Bywater, Wm.
Buttrey, Joseph.
Cassells, Andrew, Rev.
Cliff, Dan.

Johnson, Wm.
Rhodes, John.
Scargill, Joseph,
Shaw, Joseph.
Webster, Robert.
Hartley, William Lord.
Holliday, Robert.
Leathley, James.
Scatcherd, Oliver.
Sowden, Jeremiah.
Stephenson, Matthew.
Thompson, John.
White, John.

Forty-three voted for Thompson and Holden.

Akers, |saac.
Auty, Matthew.

! The name George Beevers appears twice in the original document, perhaps there were two George' s?
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Bedford, Thomas.
Bilbrough, Alfred.
Booth, Henry.
Booth, Joseph.
Brown, Jonas.
Burnley, Benj.
Buttrey, Edward.
Clayton, Frederick.
Dixon, George.
Ellis, John.

Ellis, William.
Fisher, Francis.
Gomersall, James.
Hartley, David.
Hartley, Jeremiah.
Haslam, John,
Heape, Richard.
Hemingway, Thos.
Hirst, Henry.

Hirst, John.

Lister, John.
Lister, William.
Mirfield, Edward.
Naylor, Joseph.
Naylor, Samuel.
Richardson, George.
Sanderson, Thomeas.
Sargent, John.
Saville, Mark.
Smith, Jeremiah.
Smith, Thomas.
Stead, Horatio.
Stead, James.
Stead, John.
Stephenson, Dan.
Sykes, William.
Thompson, Charles.
Thornbury, William.
Webster, George.
Webster, Joseph.
Wilkinson, John.

List of West Riding elections since 1832.

1832 Lord Morpeth, L.
Sr G. Strickland, L.
1835 Lord Morpeth, L.
Sir G. Strickland, L.
1835 Byeélection -
Lord Morpeth, L., 9,066.
Hon. J. S. Wortley, C., 6259
1837 Lord Morpeth, L., 12,576 elected.
Sir G. Strickland, L., 11,892, elected.
Hon. J. S. Wortley, C., 114809. ..
1841 Hon. J. S. Wortley, C., 13,165 elected.
E. B. Denison, C., 12,780, elected.
Lord Milton, L., 12,080.
Lord Morpeth, L., 12,031.
1846 Bye-€election -
Lord Morpeth, L.
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1846 Bye-€election -
Lord Morpeth, L.
1847 Lord Morpeth, L.
Richard Cobden, L.
1848 Byeelection -
E. B. Denison, C., 14,743.
Sir C. E. Eardley, Bart.,L., 11,795.
1852 B.B. Denison, C.
Richard Cobden, L.
1857 E.B. Denison, C.
Lord Goderich, L.
1859 Bye-election.
Sir John W. Ramsden, L.
1859  SirJ W. Ramsden, L., 15,978, elected.
Frank Crossley, L., 15401, elected.
Hon. J. S. Wortley, C., 13,636.

1865 Northern Division of the West Riding to which Gildersome was allotted.
July 15th Sir F. Crossley, L.
Lord F. Cavendish, L.

1868 Eastern Division of the West Riding to which Gildersome was all otted.
Nov. 28th C. B. Denison, 7,437 C., elected.

Joshua Fielden, 7,135 C., elected.

H. S. Thompson, 7,047, L.

Isaac Holden, 6,867 L.

Elections after 1868 were conducted by ballot.

1874 C.B. Denison C 8,240, elected.
J. Fielden C 8,077 elected.
Sir John Ramsden L 7,285.
I saac Holden L 7,218.

1880 Sir A. Fairbairn, Ban., L 9,518 elected.
Sir John Ramsden, Bart. L 9,406 elected.
C. B. Denison C8,341.
Lord Lascelles C8,157.

Owing to a redistribution of seats after the election in 1880 the Eastern Division of the West Riding
was divided, and Gildersome became part of the Pudsey Division. The representatives sent to
Parliament and the votes recorded for them and the unsuccessful candidates, are asfollow :-

ELECTED. NOT ELECTED.
1885 Briggs Priestley L 6363 SunW.Duncan C 4039
1886 Briggs Priestley L 5207 A.W.Rucker C 4036
1892 Briggs Priestley L 5527 B.Woodhouse C 4924
1895 Briggs Priestley L 5540 SirA.Fairbairn C 5070
1900 George Whiteley L B.B. Faber C 5424
1906 George Whiteley L 7043 Cal. Ford C 3541
Byeelection -
*1908 J. J. Oddy C 5444 Fred Ogden L 5331
J. W. Benson S 1291
1910 Jan. Fred Ogden 7358  J.J. Oddy C 5934
1910 Dec. Fred Ogden 6518 J.J. Oddy C 5888

* Mr. ‘Whiteley was raised to the peerage as Lord Marchamley.

Before another election took place Gildersome was taken from the Pudsey Division, and added to the
Spen Vdley Division, and at the succeeding election votes were recorded as under —

1918 Sir T.P. Whittaker L 10664  Myers S 8508
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Sir Thomas Whittaker died on Dec. 9th, 1919, and at the by-election which followed the result of the
poll was—

Myers Soc. 11,962.
Sir John Simon Lib. 10944.
Fairfax Coal. 8,134.
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CHAPTER IV REGISTERS AT OXFORD, BATLEY, MORLEY AND
RAWDON, AND INSCRIPTIONS ON TOMBSTONES.

ALUMNI Oxonienses ;- Booths and others students at Oxford.

Booth. Edmund (Bouthe) of Cheshire eg. fil. University College. Matric. 6th Mar 1583-4 aged
16; Bar, at law Gray’s Inn 1598 as son of Sir William of Cheshire Kt. brother of George 1580.

Booth Edward (Bouth) of Cheshire, gent. Brasenose College, Matric. 21 Nov. 1617 aged 18
B.A. 8th Feb. 1620-1 (as Edmund).

Booth George of Cheshire, gent. Gloucester Hall matric. entry under date 10th Jany. 1574-5
aged 19.

Booth (Sir) George (s. William) of Cheshire, mil. Lincoln College, matric. entry under date
24th July 1580 aged 14 a student of Lincoln’sInn 1584, knighted 1596 and created baronet 22
May 1611, married in 1577 when 11 years old, died 24th Oct. 1652, grandfather of George,
Lord Delamere and brother of Edmund 1854

Boothe George, arm. Queen’s Coil. matric. 18th Nov. 1650, and query bar, at law Middle
Temple 1661 as son and heir of John of Cheshire Esquire.

Booth Henry, born at Mere, Cheshire son Henry, Earl (of Delamere) Wadham Coll. matric. 14
Dec. 1704 aged 16; bar, at law Middle Temple 1713, ruined by the South Sea Bubble, retired
to Rotterdam where he died unmarried 2nd Feb. 1726. Brother of Lang-ham, 1701.

Booth John (Bothe, Bowth, or Boyth) of Brasenose Coll.; B.A. 13th Dec. 1512, M.A. 27th
June 1616, proctor 1520, one of these names archdeacon of Hereford 1523, and canon 1524,
died in 1542.

Booth John (Bouthe) s. John of co. Chester, cler. Brasenose Coil. matric. 10th Nov. 1615 aged
15B.A. 8th May 1618, fellow (? M.A. 23rd May 1622) will proved at Oxford 5th Sep. 1627.

Boote George (Bote) B.A. 4th Dec. 1571.
Booth John of co. Chester, pleb. University Cd. matric. 1st Dec. 1581.

Booth John s. George of Chester (city) arm. Brasenose Coil. matric. 8th July 1687 aged 17,
Bar. at law Middle Temple 1695, Bencher 1718.

Booth Langham, born at Warrington s. Henry (Earl of Delamere) Christ Church, matric. 19th
March 1750-1 aged 16, groom of the bedchamber to Geo. I1., M.P. Cheshire 1705-10, 1715-
22, Liverpool Feb. 1723 until his death 1724.

Boothe Nathaniel, s. Nathi. of Moshiram (? Mottram) Cheshire, arm Brasenose Coll., matric.
20th Feb. 1679-So agediS; Bar. at law Gray’ sInn 1689; bencher 1715, treasurer 1729; brother
of Thomas.

Boothe Robert, s. John of Mattcester (Manchester) co. Lancaster, pleb. Brasenose Call.,
matric. 6th Dec. 1622 aged 16; B.A. 9th Feb. 1625-6 M.A. 30th Ap. 1629, Vicar of Rochdae
1636.

Booth Rabert, s. Robert, Baron Delamere, Christ Church matric. 10th Dec. 1678 aged 16, B.A.
1681, M.A. 1684, B.D. 7 June 1708, rector of Richmond, Yorks, 1700, archdeacon of
Northumberland and Durham 1691, dean of Bristol until his death 7th Aug. 1730.

Boothe William (Bothe or Bowthe); B.A, 9th May 1524, M.A. 2nd Dec. 1528.

Booth John s. Richard of Glendon, Northants, arm. Merton Coil. matric. 1st Feb. 1813 aged
18; of Glendon Hall aforesaid, High Sheriff etc.
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Booth Richard, s. John of Glendon, Northants arm. Exeter Coil. matric. 13th May 1856 aged
18; of Glendon Hall J.P.

Booth Richard Salwey, s. Benjamin of Westminster arm. Christ Church, matric. 2nd Nov.
1781 aged 19; B.C.L. 1788.

Dighton John, University Coll. matric. 8th Dec. 1626 aged 16, B.A. 8th July 1630, M.A. 1633.
Dighton, John, pleb. Trinity Coll. matric. 4th March 1652-3.
Dighton John, pleb. Trinity Coll. matric. 26th Oct. 1660.

Crowther Charles pleb. Corpus Christi, matric. Oct. 1895, B.A. (1st Class Honours School of
Chemistry) July 1898, M.A. July 1902. University of Leipzig, matric. Oct. 1898; Ph. D.
(magnacum laude) June 1901. Lecturer in Agricultural Chemistry the University, L eeds 1903-
1912, Professor of Agricultural Chemistry the University, Leeds 1912.

Copies of entriesin the registers of Batley Church and elsewhere.

The Batley registers areincomplete for burialsin 1579 and 1595 and no entries are made from 1596 to
1604 inclusive. In 1605, 1606 and 1607 neither marriages nor burials are entered, in 1609 no burials,
and no entries are again made in the years 1610 to 1613 inclusive, and 1645. There are deficienciesin
1626, 1631, 1633, 1636, 1639, 1641, 1642, 1647 and 1652, but up to the year 1800 so many as 5458
burials are recorded.

1559  April 4th isthefirst entry in Batley registers.
Henry son of William Ellis baptised the 4th day of April.
1561 Jan.6 John son of William Halliday baptised.
1563 Ap.21 Johan daughter of Nicholas Greathead baptised.
1566 Feb. 16 Agnes Greathead baptised.
1584 March7 William Crowder baptised.
1615 Feb. 11 Thomas son of Edward Oates buried.
1625 Sep. 14 Jonathan son of William Crowder baptised.
1626 Aug.6 John son of Thomas Crowther baptised.
1629 Oct. 8 Baptism of Alice d. of Edmund Booth.
1631 Oct.9 Baptism of Thomas s. of Edmund Boath.
1635 Jan. 17 Baptism of Edmund s. of Edward Booth.
1644 Aug. 1 Birth of James s. of Edmund Boath.
1653 Mar.7 Birth of Nathaniel s. of Nathaniel Booth.
1655 Nov.8 Birth of Sarah d. of Nathaniel Booth.
1659 Ap.3 Birth